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Meet the Member

Joycelyn Pettus, National Prevention Network (NPN)
Coordinator for Arkansas

Joycelyn Pettus currently serves as Director of Prevention
Services at the Division of Aging, Adult, and Behavioral Health
Services within the Arkansas Department of Human Services.
She also serves as the National Prevention Network (NPN)
Coordinator for Arkansas.

Ms. Pettus has over a decade of experience in mental health and
substance use disorder (SUD) prevention programming with the
Arkansas Department of Human Services. She first joined the
Department of Human Services as a Program Coordinator
before becoming a Grants Manager, where she oversaw the
State’s Partnerships for Success program. Ms. Pettus began her career with the State of
Arkansas as a Parent Consultant at the Arkansas Department of Health.

In her current capacity, she plays an integral part in statewide prevention services through
the Regional Prevention Representatives (RPR) and many other prevention partners. Her
professional interests focus on workforce development and implementing SUD prevention
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services for all ages, gender, ethnic groups, and other demographics. Trained in several
evidence-based curriculums, Ms. Pettus is studying to become Certified in Prevention.

Ms. Pettus received a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from the University of Arkansas
at Little Rock. When she’s not at work, she enjoys going to comedy shows, spending time
with her family, listening to music, and watching all things Gordon Ramsay, Ben Matlock,
In the Heat of the Night or Sanford and Son.
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2025 National Prevention Network Conference- Registration Now Open

The 2025 NASADAD National Prevention Network (NPN) Conference will be held August
11-13, 2025, at the Grand Hyatt Washington, D.C. The NPN Conference highlights the
latest research in the substance use prevention field and provides a forum for prevention
professionals, coalition leaders, researchers, and federal partners to share research, best
practices, and evaluation results for the purpose of integrating research into practice. This
year’s theme is: Substance Use Prevention Across the Lifespan: Creating a Monumental
Impact.

Regular registration is now open through July 21. Additional information can be found on
the registration page here.

Capitol Hill Happenings

Group of House Republicans Send Letter to
Congressional Leaders Urging Support for Proposed
Changes to Medicaid in the One Big Beautiful Bill
Act

On June 24, sixteen House Republicans sent a letter to
Speaker of the House, Representative Mike Johnson (R-LA-
04), and Senate Majority Leader, Senator John Thune (R-SD),
urging them to support the House-approved version of the
One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R. 1). Specifically, the letter calls
for Congress to preserve the proposed Medicaid provisions
included in H.R.1, as opposed to the legislation released by

the Senate Finance Committee on June 16 that would further
reduce Medicaid funding. The letter points to the Senate version’s provisions regarding
proposed changes to provider taxes and State directed payments as imposing “... stricter
limits that do not give hospitals sufficient time to adjust to new budgetary constraints or to
identify alternative funding sources.”

The letter was led by Representative Valadao (R-CA-22) and signed by Representatives
Ciscomani (R-AZ-06), Bresnahan (R-PA-08), Edwards (R-NC-11), Kim (R-CA-40),
Garbarino (R-NY-02), Lawler (R-NY-17), Kiggans (R-VA-02), Van Drew (R-NJ-02), Bacon
(R-NE-02), Newhouse (R-WA-04), Nunn (R-IA-03), Wittman (R-VA-01), Malliotakis (R-NY-
11), Miller-Meeks (R-1A-01), and Hurd (R-CO-03).

Rep. Ciscomani’s (R-AZ-06) press release announcing the letter can be found here.
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Around the Agencies

SAMHSA Resource: Guidelines for Implementing Medications for Opioid Use
Disorder Treatment in State Prisons

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) recently
released a new resource on Guidelines for Implementing Medications for Opioid Use
Disorder Treatment in State Prisons. The Guidelines provide strategies to support the
implementation of medications for opioid use disorder (MOUD) within State prisons and
background on Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved medications. Specifically,
the Guidelines offer service delivery models, regulatory requirements, and staff training, as
well as cultural factors, to support the uptake and integration of MOUD in State prisons.

The resource can be downloaded in full, here.
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DISORDER IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

Introduction

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration e .
(SAMHSA) recently released a new Advisory regarding Clinical i A A
Considerations for Methadone Treatment of Opioid Use Disorder
in Correctional Facilities. The Advisory provides background on
the role of methadone for the treatment of opioid use disorder
(OUD) and discusses strategies to support different institutional
arrangements for providing methadone in correctional settings.
Specifically, the Advisory outlines five implementation models,
each delivered through partnership with an opioid treatment program (OTP) or directly by
healthcare staff within the correctional facility. Each model is accompanied by clinical and
administrative regulatory considerations designed to assist implementation efforts.
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The Advisory can be downloaded in full, here.

SAMHSA’s Office of Recovery Older Adult Recovery Virtual Meeting

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Office of
Recovery (OR) is hosting a two-part virtual discussion on Older Adult Recovery Virtual
Meeting. This no-cost virtual discussion is on July 16 and July 17, from 10:30 am — 4:00
pm ET. The meeting is designed as an opportunity to discuss issues related to helping
older adults achieve or sustain recovery from mental health and substance use disorder
(SUD). Learning objectives include:

o “ldentifying best practices for older adults, family members, and/or other caregivers.

e Exploring approaches to adopt person centered planning that support self-directed
recovery.

o ldentifying ways that effectively integrate a spectrum of recovery-oriented services
and supports with behavioral health clinical, medical and social support programs.”

Registration is required. Participants must register no later than Friday, July 11.

Research Roundup

Study Examines Rural Access to Opioid

Treatment Through CCBHCs ——4‘ Rural & Underserved
‘ Health Research Center

Researchers from the University of Kentucky’s Rural

& Underserved Health Research Center published a

study in Rural Health Research Gateway on Rural Access to Certified Community

Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHCs). The study analyzed data from the Substance Abuse

and Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Health Treatment Services
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Locator web portal from 2022-2023 to assess the geographic locations and accessibility of
CCBHCs and the services they offer in both rural and urban communities across the
nation. The study found that the number of CCBHCs increased between June 2022 and
May 2023 in both rural and urban communities, from 371 to 480, with CCBHCs in rural
communities comprising 41.5% of all CCBHCs. Further, the study reports that CCBHCs
offer similar services in both rural and urban communities. Other key findings include:

e “The number of CCBHCs expanded from 2022 to 2023, increasing from 371 to 480.
Most of the growth was driven by rural counties (57.9% increase, 126 to 199) while
urban counties increased by 14.7% (245 to 281).

e The number of services offered at CCBHCs is similar in both rural and urban
localities, but urban CCBHCs were more likely to offer services that cater to a
diverse client base, such as speaking different languages and nicotine cessation
programs. Rural CCBHCs were more likely to have programs for minors, veterans,
and emergency psychiatric services.

e Comparing the number of services offered to other mental health clinics, CCBHCs
offered more services on average.

e The growth in CCBHCs shows promise for increasing the availability of integrated
behavioral and pharmacological treatment for individuals with opioid use disorder in
rural communities.”

The authors call for future research into additional sources of opioid use disorder (OUD)
services for rural areas beyond CCBHCs and recommend targeted support to help clinics
in high-need areas gain CCBHC status.

The study can be downloaded in full, here.

Webinars to Watch

CoE-PHI Webinar: Part 2 Final Rule: Implementing Changes to SUD Privacy
Rules

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)-funded
Center of Excellence for Protected Health Information (CoE-PHI), in partnership with the
Legal Action Center (LAC), is hosting a webinar on Part 2 Final Rule: Implementing
Changes to SUD Privacy Rules. This no-cost webinar is on July 10, at 2:00 pm ET. The
webinar will outline the requirements of the 2024 Final Rule amending the 42 CFR Part 2
privacy rule for substance use disorder (SUD) treatment records and apply these changes
using interactive case studies. The session will also explore practical steps organizations
can take to align with the requirements and highlight resources and technical assistance
available at CoE-PHI to support their implementation. Learning objectives:

“Describe February 2024 Final Rule changes to 42 CFR Part 2 (Part 2)

Apply recent changes to Part 2 to practical scenarios within case studies

Explore steps that organizations can take to implement the new requirements
Identify CoE-PHI resources to support implementation of Final Rule requirements
Describe how to access resources and technical assistance through the CoE-PHI”

Certificates of completion will be provided to those who attend.

Registration is required.

CoE-TFR Webinar: Clinical Case Series: Tobacco

Use Treatment in Mental Health and Substance Use C A I
Settings

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)-funded
National Center of Excellence for Tobacco-Free Recovery (CoE-TFR) is hosting a webinar
as part of its Case-Based Discussion Series for Clinicians on Tobacco Use Treatment in
Mental Health and Substance Use Settings. This no-cost webinar is being offered twice on

July 22: once at 12:00 pm ET and again at 5:00 pm ET. This webinar is the first session of
CoE-TFR’s Case-Based Discussion Series for Clinicians and is intended to help mental
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health and substance use disorder (SUD) professionals apply evidence-based strategies
to treat tobacco use in clients with co-occurring mental health and SUD. Specifically, the
webinar will offer clinical guidance on tobacco use treatment, as well as a case discussion
on real-world challenges and practical solutions for implementing tobacco use treatment
strategies in mental health and SUD settings. Learning objectives include:

e “Learn practical tools to address TUD in behavioral health
e Engage ininteractive case-based learning
e Connect with a peer network and national experts”

Registration for either session is required.
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