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Shelley Moore Capito, Senator for West Virginia

​Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) currently serves
as Senator for West Virginia, a position she has held since
2015. Prior to her election to the Senate, Capito served as
the congresswoman for West Virginia’s 2nd congressional
district from 2001-2015 and, before that, in the West Virginia
House of Delegates from 1997-2001. Before her career in
government, Senator Capito served as a college counselor
for West Virginia State University. Senator Capito earned
her B.S from Duke University in 1975 and her M.A from the
University of Virginia in 1976.

Throughout her nearly 25 years in Congress, Senator Capito has been an avid supporter
of substance use disorder (SUD) services, with a focus on women, children, and families.
In 2017, she was a strong supporter of the Caring Recovery for Infants and Babies (CRIB)
Act (H.R.6004), a bill that would allow State Medicaid programs to cover services provided
by residential pediatric recovery centers for infants who had been diagnosed with neonatal
abstinence syndrome (NAS). Then, later in 2021, Senator Capito co-sponsored the Family
Support Services for Addiction Act of 2021 (S.485), which sought to provide $25 million in
grants to help nonprofits and community organizations deliver support services to families
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seeking SUD treatment for their loved ones. Most recently, in 2025, Senator Capito co-
sponsored the Pregnant and Postpartum Women Treatment Reauthorization Act (S.1004),
which aims to strengthen and extend support for residential treatment programs serving
pregnant and postpartum women with SUD. The bill is currently under consideration by
the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee.

Senator Capito currently serves as Chair of the Senate Committee on Environment and
Public Works (EPW) and is a member of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Senate Committee on Rules and Administration. In addition,
she serves on the Senate Appropriations Committee, where she holds the role of Chair of
the Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and
Related Agencies. This subcommittee has jurisdiction over federal funding for programs
under the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), including those administered
by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).

Around the Agencies

Senate Confirms Dr. Susan Monarez for CDC Director

On July 30, Dr. Susan Monarez, President Trump’s appointee to
serve as Director of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), was confirmed by the Senate by a vote of 51-
47. The vote comes after the Senate Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions (HELP) Committee voted to approve the Monarez
nomination by a vote of 12-11 on July 9, 2025.

Dr. Monarez received her PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison where she
studied ways to prevent, diagnose, and treat infectious disease. Dr. Monarez held roles at
the Office of Science and Technology Policy; National Security Council; Department of
Homeland Security (DHS); and Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health (ARPA-
H). President Trump appointed Dr. Monarez as Acting Director of CDC in January 2025.
The President then nominated Dr. Monarez as permanent CDC Director on March 24,
2025.

SAMHSA Releases 2024 National Survey on Drug Use and Health Results
with Four-Year Trend Data on Substance Use and Mental Health

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) recently
released the results of the 2024 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), along
with a companion infographic report on key trends in the NSDUH from 2021 to 2024. The
NSDUH provides nationally representative data of self-reported information on substance
use, substance use disorder (SUD), treatment, and recovery of noninstitutionalized U.S.
citizens aged 12 or older. The 2024 NSDUH is the first release since 2020 to feature four
consecutive years of comparable data, enabling analysis of trends in substance use and
mental health indicators from 2021 to 2024. Key findings from the 2024 NSDUH include:

“Among people aged 12 or older in 2024, 58.3% (or 168.0 million people) used
tobacco products, vaped nicotine, used alcohol, or used an illicit drug in the past
month (also defined as “current use”), including 46.6% (or 134.3 million people)
who drank alcohol, 16.7% (or 48.0 million people) who used a tobacco product,
9.6% (or 27.7 million people) who vaped nicotine, and 16.7% (or 48.2 million
people) who used an illicit drug.
In 2024, 48.4 million people aged 12 or older (or 16.8%) had a substance use
disorder (SUD) in the past year, including 27.9 million people who had an alcohol
use disorder (AUD), 28.2 million people who had a drug use disorder (DUD), and
7.7 million people who had both an AUD and a DUD.
In 2024, 31.7 million adults aged 18 or older (or 12.2%) perceived that they ever had
a problem with their use of alcohol or drugs. Among these adults, 74.3% (or 23.5
million people) considered themselves to be in recovery or to have recovered.”

The Key Substance Use and Mental Health Indicators in the United States: Results from
the 2024 National Survey on Drug Use and Health can be downloaded in full, here.
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Additional information related to the 2024 NSDUH can be found here.

SAMHSA Funding Opportunity: Hepatitis C Elimination
Initiative Pilot

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) recently announced a new funding opportunity for the
Hepatitis C Elimination Initiative Pilot. The pilot program seeks to leverage health care
institutions’ capacity to prevent, test for, treat, and cure Hepatitis C (HCV) in individuals
with substance use disorder (SUD) or serious mental illness (SMI), with an emphasis on
communities affected by homelessness. Specifically, the program is designed to support
the implementation of evidence-based strategies for detecting HCV, ensuring treatment
completion, achieving viral clearance, and minimizing the risk of reinfection. The initiative
also aims to generate insights to inform the broader public health response to HCV among
underserved communities.

​SAMHSA will provide up to 40 awards of up to $7,500,000 per award for the first two years
of a three-year project period for total program funding of $100,000,000. Applications are
due tomorrow, August 1, 2025.

Additional information on the program, including eligibility and how to apply, can be found
on the program’s Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), here.

SAMHSA’s press release announcing the NOFO can be found here.

The Police Assisted Addiction & Recovery Initiative and Opioid Response
Network Release the PARRI Promising Practices Guide on Deflection

The Police Assisted Addiction & Recovery Initiative (PAARI), in collaboration with the
Opioid Response Network (ORN), released the PARRI Promising Practices Guide. The
Guide is a comprehensive resource designed to support law enforcement and public
safety agencies in implementing deflection strategies to connect people with substance
use disorder (SUD) to treatment and other services without criminal justice involvement.
Specifically, the Guide provides strategic guidance and resources for public safety
agencies and public health partners on developing and sustaining deflection and pre-
arrest diversion programs, including the core components of successful deflection
programs and real-life examples of initiatives being implemented across the world.

​The Guide can be downloaded in full, here.

Research Roundup

Study Highlights Gaps in Adolescent Vaping Cessation Support

A group of researchers from the University of Wisconsin’s School of Medicine and Public
Health published a research letter in JAMA Pediatrics on Vaping Cessation Methods Used
by Adolescents. The letter analyzed national survey data from 2016 to 2023 on strategies
used by teens aged 15 to 17 to quit vaping and gaps in vaping cessation support among
adolescents. The study found that, despite nearly 50% of teens attempting to quit vaping
in the past year, very few use proven vaping cessation tools, such as nicotine replacement
therapy (NRT) or prescription medications. Other key findings include:

“Nearly 50% of teens who vape tried to quit in the past year
Over one-third say they plan to quit soon

More teens are turning to quit-smoking apps- even though many of these tools have
yet to be scientifically validated

Between 2021 and 2023, app use doubled, while use of evidence-based
treatments stayed stagnantly low”

Researchers note that while many teens are motivated to quit vaping, they do not receive
the support they need to do so, calling for raised awareness of effective vaping cessation
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treatments, with an emphasis on ensuring digital tools and apps are backed by evidence.

Webinars to Watch

CDC Webinar: Clinical Implications of Medetomidine Mixed with Opioids

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Division of Overdose Prevention
(DOP) is hosting a webinar on Clinical Implications of Medetomidine Mixed with Opioids.
This no-cost webinar is on August 7, at 11:00 am ET. The webinar will feature Dr. Allison
Arwady, MD, Director of CDC’s National Center for Injury Prevention and Control
(NCIPC), and other leaders in the field who will discuss the clinical and public health
implications of medetomidine-involved opioid use. Specifically, the webinar will highlight
current trends in the drug supply, including the addition of adulterants like medetomidine,
considerations for the diagnosis and treatment of overdose and withdrawal involving
medetomidine mixed with opioids, and lessons learned from the field. Learning Objectives
include:

“Recognize when medetomidine is involved in an overdose.
Describe how medetomidine involvement in overdose affects patient management.
Describe management of withdrawal when medetomidine involvement is
suspected.
List how public health professionals and clinicians have collaborated to address
overdoses involving medetomidine.”

Continuing Education (CE) Credits are available for participation in this webinar.
Registration is not required.

A recording of the webinar will be posted shortly after the conclusion of the webinar, here.

PCSS-MAUD Webinar: Case-Based Discussion
Series: Healthcare Professionals with Alcohol Use
Disorder

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA)-funded Providers Clinical Support System – Medications for
Alcohol Use Disorder (PCSS-MAUD) is hosting a webinar as part of its Case-Based
Discussion Series on Healthcare Professionals with Alcohol Use Disorder . This no-cost
webinar is on August 7, at 12:00 pm ET. The webinar will outline the unique challenges
faced by health care professionals living with alcohol use disorder (AUD) and effective
early intervention strategies that are proactive, community-driven, and adaptable to local
challenges. Specifically, the webinar will cover strategies for navigating the demands of
professional roles, accessing treatment, and finding support. Learning objectives include:

“Analyze the unique challenges of youth in rural communities.
Examine early warning signs of substance misuse.
Discuss strategies to empower educators and community leaders.
Discuss effective intervention programs.”

Continuing Education (CE) Credits are available for participation in this webinar.

Registration is required.
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