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Meet the Member

Carlos Santoscoy II, National Prevention
Network (NPN) Coordinator for Arizona 

Carlos Santoscoy II serves as Substance Use Block
Grant (SUBG) Prevention Grant Coordinator within
the Division of Grants Administration at the Arizona
Healthcare Cost Containment System (AHCCCS).
Mr. Santoscoy also currently serves as the National
Prevention Network (NPN) Coordinator for Arizona. 

Mr. Santoscoy is a dedicated public health leader
with a strong focus on prevention, mental health and
substance use disorder (SUD), and community wellness. Immediately prior to joining
AHCCCS, he served as a Behavioral Health Specialist focused on children’s recovery. Mr.
Santoscoy's early career included various roles in mental health and SUD services
provision and nutrition education, where he provided direct support to children and
families, coordinated care, and promoted wellness through motivational interviewing and
culturally competent education.  

In his current capacity at AHCCS, Mr. Santoscoy oversees statewide initiatives funded by
the Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Services (SUPTRS) Block
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Grant. His leadership spans across local contractors, institutions of higher education, and
State agencies, ensuring the effective implementation of prevention programs across the
State. He has led major statewide media campaigns on marijuana and alcohol prevention
and contributed to the selection of Arizona’s tobacco cessation quitline vendor.   

With a Master of Science in Community Mental Health Administration from Grand Canyon
University and a Bachelor of Science in Public Health from the University of Arizona, Mr.
Santoscoy brings both academic and practical experience to his work. He also serves on
the advisory board of the Prevention Technology Transfer Center (PTTC) Network, further
amplifying his commitment to evidence-based prevention strategies.

Voices on the Hill 

Maggie Hassan, Senator for New Hampshire 

Senator Maggie Hassan (D-NH) currently serves as Senator of
New Hampshire, a position she has held since 2017. Prior to
becoming Senator, Hassan served as the 81st governor of New
Hampshire from 2013 to 2017 and, before that, a New Hampshire
State Senator, from 2005 to 2010. Senator Hassan earned her
B.A. from Brown University and her J.D. from the Northeastern
University School of Law in 1985. 

With a background in public health policy, Senator Hassan has
championed numerous bills designed to address the substance
use disorder (SUD) crisis, with an emphasis on combating the opioid crisis. Specifically,
Senator Hassan introduced the Mainstreaming Addiction Treatment (MAT) Act of 2021
(S.445), bipartisan legislation to eliminate the "X-waiver" requirement for clinicians to
prescribe medications for opioid use disorder (MOUD), which was ultimately included in
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023 (P.L. 117-73). Senator Hassan also co-
sponsored the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA) 2.0 of 2018 (S.2456),
many provisions of which were included in the recently House-passed SUPPORT for
Patients and Communities Reauthorization Act of 2025 (H.R.2483). Over the course of her
tenure, Senator Hassan has introduced and co-sponsored several other measures to
expand access to substance use disorder (SUD) prevention, treatment, and recovery
services and supports.

Senator Hassan currently serves on the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
(HELP) Committee, the committee with jurisdiction over SUD programs, and the Senate
Finance Committee, which has jurisdiction over Medicaid and Medicare, among other
committees. In addition to those committees, Senator Hassan is also a member of the
Bipartisan Senate Mental Health Caucus. 

Capitol Hill Happenings

House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Guthrie Announces
Changes to Health Subcommittee Leadership 

On July 3, Representative Brett Guthrie (R-KY-02), Chairman of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee, announced changes to leadership of the Subcommittee on Health
following the resignation of Representative Earl L. "Buddy" Carter (R-GA-01) as Chairman
of the Subcommittee on Health. As a result of Rep. Carter’s resignation, Chairman Guthrie
announced that Rep. Morgan Griffith (R-VA-09) has been appointed as the new Chairman
of the Subcommittee on Health. Rep. Griffith has served on the House Energy and
Commerce Committee since 2013, and most recently chaired the Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations, and previously led the Subcommittee on Environment.  

Rep. Griffith has been active on public health issues, particularly in addressing the opioid
crisis. Rep. Griffith has supported efforts to expand access to substance use treatment,
increase oversight of federal programs, and strengthen rural health systems. He has also
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advocated for reforms to improve the scheduling of controlled substances to promote new
research and innovation in substance use disorder (SUD) treatment. 

Rep. Diana Harshbarger (R-TN-01) was appointed as the Vice Chair of the Subcommittee
on Health. Rep. Carter will remain a member of the Subcommittee on Health. 
 
Chairman Guthrie’s press release announcing changes in leadership can be found here. 

Around the Agencies

Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee Votes to Advance
Dr. Susan Monarez for CDC Director 

On July 9, the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
(HELP) Committee, by a vote of 12-11 along party lines, voted to
advance the nomination of Dr. Susan Monarez to serve as the
next director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC). Dr. Monarez currently serves as CDC’s acting director, a
position she has held since January 2025. She is the first CDC
director nominee that requires Senate confirmation, a requirement
established by the 2023 omnibus spending bill (P.L. 117-328). 

Dr. Monarez’ prior roles include deputy director of the Advanced Research Projects
Agency for Health (ARPA-H), founding director of the Center for Innovation at the Health
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), and various other senior positions at the
White House focused on national health security and medical preparedness policy. 

Dr. Monarez now awaits full Senate confirmation. The vote has yet to be scheduled. 

DEA Releases New Age-Based Substance Use Prevention Guides for
Caregivers 

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) recently released five tip sheets designed to
guide caregivers in discussing substance use prevention with children and young adults.
Based on existing content from Chapter 4 of DEA’s Growing Up Drug Free: A Parent’s
Guide to Substance Use Prevention, these tip sheets are tailored for different age groups
and offer conversation starters, “dos” and “don’ts,” and links to additional DEA resources
on substance use prevention. Specifically, the tipsheets are organized into the following:

Preschoolers 
Elementary School Students (6 – 10 years of age) 
Middle School Students (11-14 years of age) 
High School Students (15-18 years of age) 
Young Adults (18-21 years of age) 

The tip sheets are also available for download in Spanish, here. 

CoE-TFR Online Training Series:
Tobacco Use Treatment in
Behavioral Health Care 

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)-funded
National Center of Excellence for Tobacco-Free Recovery (CoE-TFR) recently released a
new 5-module online training series on Tobacco Use Treatment in Behavioral Health
Care. The new e-Course is intended for clinicians, peer specialists, and program
administrators, and seeks to equip mental health and substance use disorder (SUD)
professionals with tools to address commercial tobacco use among individuals with mental
health and SUD. Each module is self-guided and takes approximately 20 to 40 minutes to
complete. The five modules and their topics include: 

“Module 1: The Burden of Tobacco Use
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Explore how commercial tobacco use affects people with behavioral health
conditions and why addressing it is essential to whole-person care. 

Module 2: Screening and Assessment for Tobacco Use Disorder
Identify tobacco use disorder and assess readiness to quit using practical
screening tools and stage-of-change strategies that support personalized,
client-centered care. 

Module 3: Effective Treatment Planning
Build individualized, stage-appropriate treatment plans that integrate tobacco
use disorder into behavioral health recovery goals. 

Module 4: Counseling for Tobacco Use Disorder
Strengthen use of counseling techniques to meet clients where they are in
their quit journey. 

Module 5: Medications for Tobacco Use Disorder
Review FDA-approved medications, how to use NRT correctly, prescribing
guidance and tips for increasing client engagement and adherence."

Certificates of Completion are available for each module upon successful completion of
the post-test.  

Research Roundup

Study Finds Increase in Cannabis Use Among Older Adults

A group of University researchers published a study in JAMA Internal Medicine on Trends
in Past-Month Cannabis Use Among Older Adults. The study used data from the National
Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH) of adults aged 65 or older to identify changes in
the prevalence of cannabis use from 2021 to 2023 by demographic groups. Specifically,
the study of 15,689 adults found that the prevalence of past-month cannabis use among
older adults aged 65 or older increased significantly from 4.8% in 2021 to 7.0% in 2023,
an all-time high. Other key findings include: 

“Subgroup analyses revealed trends of increased prevalence in past-month
cannabis use associated with several demographics, with the highest trend for
increased use among older adults identifying as other race (1.6% in 2021; 7.4% in
2023). 
Increased prevalence was also observed among females, those of White race,
those with a college or postgraduate degree, annual income of $75 000 or more,
married status, and residence in a state with legalized medical cannabis.  

Adults with the highest incomes initially had the lowest prevalence of
cannabis use vs other income levels, but by 2023, they had the highest
prevalence, which may indicate better access to medical cannabis given its
costs. 

Additionally, increased prevalence in past-month cannabis use was associated with
several conditions, particularly chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
(6.4% to 13.5%).  

Trends in increased prevalence were also associated with heart conditions,
diabetes, hypertension, cancer, and 2 or more chronic medical conditions.

​The study calls for clinicians to screen and educate older patients about the potential risks
of cannabis use, highlighting the impact that aging can make individuals more sensitive to
psychoactive substances. 

Webinars to Watch

SAMHSA Webinar: Behavioral Pharmacology of
Cannabis: Trends in Use, Novel Products, and Impact 
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The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration’s (SAMHSA) Office of the Chief Medical Officer
(OCMO) is hosting a webinar on Behavioral Pharmacology of
Cannabis: Trends in Use, Novel Products, and Impact. This no-cost webinar is on July 15,
at 3:00 pm ET. The webinar will feature Dr. Ryan Vandrey, Ph.D., an experimental
psychologist and professor overseeing the Cannabis Science Lab at Johns
Hopkins University's Behavioral Pharmacology Research Unit, who will discuss the effects
of cannabis, trends in cannabis use, and emerging cannabinoid products, including delta-
8-THC and HHC. After the presentation, attendees will have the opportunity to engage in a
dialogue with Dr. Vandrey during a moderated Q&A session. 

Continuing Education Credits are available for participation in this webinar. 

Registration is required. 

SAMHSA SPARK Webinar: Financing Models and Federal Resources for
Enhancing and Sustaining Peer-Run and Recovery Organizations 

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Office of
Recovery (OR), through SAMHSA's Program to Advance Recovery Knowledge (SPARK),
is hosting a webinar on Financing Models and Federal Resources for Enhancing and
Sustaining Peer-Run and Recovery Organizations. This no-cost webinar is on July 24, at
2:00 pm ET. The webinar will feature a panel of financing model experts who will highlight
practical strategies for implementing braided funding and innovative payment models to
support peer-run organizations and federal funding opportunities to support peer-run and
recovery community organizations. Specifically, the webinar will outline the benefits and
challenges of value-based payment and braided funding and discuss opportunities for
peer-run community organizations to leverage these models to expand recovery support
and crisis respite services.  

Registration is required. 
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