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Joanette Robertson, SSA for Wisconsin, Director of
the Wisconsin Bureau of Prevention Treatment and
Recovery

Joanette Robertson currently serves as Director of the
Bureau of Prevention Treatment and Recovery (BPTR) at the
Wisconsin Department of Health Services. She also serves
as the Single State Agency (SSA) Director for Wisconsin.

Ms. Robertson has more than 30 years of experience in both
private and public sectors developing and managing mental
health and substance use disorder (SUD) programs. She first
joined BPTR in 2014, where she served as a Children, Youth
and Family Mental Health Coordinator before becoming
manager of BPTR’s Mental Health Services Section in 2019,
a position she held until her appointment as SSA in November 2024.

In her capacity as Director, she provides oversight, support, and funding for Wisconsin’s
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community-based mental health and SUD system. Ms. Robertson leads strategic planning
for BPTR, including program development, contract and grant administration, and system
transformation to promote comprehensive and affordable evidence-based services across
the continuum. Her bureau also supervises training and technical assistance for providers,
coordinates actions across agencies, and develops administrative codes to enhance the
continuum of care for all ages in Wisconsin.

Ms. Robertson has a bachelor’s degree in social work from Winona State University and a
master's degree in macro level social work from Augsburg University.

Around the Agencies

COSSUP Accepting Applications for 2025 Peer
Recovery Support Services Mentoring Initiatives

The Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA)-funded
Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant, and Substance Use Program’s (COSSUP) Training and
Technical Assistance Center for Access and Recovery is accepting applications for the
Peer Recovery Support Services Mentoring Initiative. The initiative aims to integrate peer
recovery support services into substance use disorder (SUD) intervention and treatment
programming by connecting participants with an experienced “mentor site” program that
has integrated peer recovery support services. Mentor sites are programs with experience
in collaborating with first responders, law enforcement, and the criminal justice system to
help individuals with SUD achieve recovery and will provide consultation through virtual
learning sessions and on-site visits. Specifically, the components of the initiative include:

Peer-to-Peer Learning
Site Visits

Workplan Development
Networking

e Resource Sharing

Applications are due February 28, 2025. Application details, including the application form
and submission links, can be found here.

HRSA Funding Opportunity: Rural Communities Opioid Response Program —
Pathways

The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) recently announced a new
funding opportunity for the Rural Communities Opioid Response Program — Pathways.
This program seeks to address the opioid epidemic in rural communities, in particular the
mental health and substance use challenges among rural youth, by developing innovative
youth-focused mental health and substance use disorder (SUD) care support programs, in
addition to providing mental health and SUD career opportunities in rural communities.
Grantees are required to establish a network of community organizations to engage youth
in developing mental health and SUD programming. Specific program goals include:

e “Goal 1: Pathway- establish pathway programs to introduce youth to behavioral
health careers and facilitate admittance into formalized training programs.

o Goal 2: Engagement- engage youth to develop and implement peer-driven
behavioral health programming in rural communities.

e Goal 3: Sustainability- develop innovative, multi-sectoral approaches to ensure the
continued availability of RCORP-Pathways supported activities in the target rural
service area.”

HRSA will provide up to 12 awards of up to $400,000 per year for a project period of 3
years for total program funding of $14,400,000. Applications are due April 14, 2025.

Additional details, including on eligibility and how to apply, can be found on the program’s
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) under “Related Documents,” here.

SAMHSA Releases Resources on Integrating
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Behavioral Health Services Within Specialty Practices
Serving Adults and Pediatric Populations ﬁﬂrﬁgﬁ
Services Administration

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services

Administration (SAMHSA) released two resources on Integrating Behavioral Health
Services Within Specialty Practices Serving Adults and Pediatric Populations. Both
resources highlight strategies for integrating mental health and substance use disorder
(SUD) care in specialty care settings that serve adults and pediatric patients with the goal
of ensuring that patients in specialty care settings have access to appropriate mental
health and SUD care. Additionally, the resources offer real-life examples of integrated care
models for mental health and SUD care among specialty populations and outline key
components of successful integrated care models. The two resources can be downloaded,
in full, below:

o Integrating Behavioral Health Services Within Specialty Practices Serving Adults
» Integrating Behavioral Health Services Within Specialty Practices Serving Pedlatric

Populations

Additional resources can be found on SAMHSA'’s Evidence-Based Practices Resource
Center, here.

CoE-PHI State Agency Leaders Monthly Featured Resource: Sample
Provisions for Integrated QSOA/BAA to Disclose PHI with Contractors

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)-funded
Center of Excellence for Protected Health Information (CoE-PHI) is highlighting a template
resource for its State Agency Leaders Monthly Featured Resource on Sample Provisions
for Integrated QSOA/BAA to Disclose PHI with Contractors. The resource is intended for
staff that administer substance use treatment services and provides sample provisions for
Business Associate (BA) Agreements and Part 2-compliant Qualified Service Organization
(QSO) Agreements outlining permitted uses and disclosures related to sharing protected
health information under 42 CFR Part 2 with outside entities that are also HIPPA-covered
entities. Key points include:

e “During the course of providing substance use disorder treatment, you may need to
share PHI with an outside entity for services like accounting or data processing.

e If your program is covered by HIPAA and 42 CFR Part 2 (Part 2), you may only
share information if you enter a written contract that complies with both privacy
laws: a HIPAA-compliant Business Associate Agreement (BAA) and a Part 2-
compliant Qualified Service Organization Agreement (QSOA).”

The resource can be downloaded in full, here.

Webinars to Watch

Great Lakes ATTC Webinar: Take 10! Transforming Care for Women with
Substance Use Disorders (SUDs) and Their Families, Topic 4: SUDs
Treatment for Women with Children

The Great Lakes Addiction Technology Transfer Center (ATTC) is hosting a webinar as
part of its series, Take 10! Transforming Care for Women with Substance Use Disorders
(SUDs) and Their Families, on Topic 4: SUDs Treatment for Women with Children. This 2-
hour, no-cost webinar is on March 4, at 11:00 am ET. The webinar will serve as a training
session on the emotional, physical, and socioeconomic factors that impact women during
SUD treatment, as well as how those factors relate to treatment for women with children

in particular. Learning objectives include:

e “Women’s treatment history and current aspects of women-centered treatment in
the United States, with a focus on the Midwest

e The link between trauma, substance use, and other co-morbidities in women

e Trauma-informed and culturally responsive approaches for specific racial/ethnic
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women in recovery
o Effective clinical strategies, interventions, and resources that help improve
engagement, retention, and completion of treatment programs”

Participation in this webinar is eligible for continuing education (CE) credits.
Reqistration is required.

Central East ATTC Webinar Series: Cultivating Recovery
Oriented Systems of Care

The Central East Addiction Technology Transfer Center (ATTC)
is hosting a webinar series on Cultivating Recovery Oriented
Systems of Care. This two-part, no-cost webinar series aims to provide knowledge and
tools to build and sustain recovery-oriented systems of care (ROSC) to improve recovery
outcomes for those with substance use disorder (SUD). Details on the webinar topics and
times can be found below:

e Part 1: Building Foundations of Recovery-Oriented Systems of Care
e March 11, at 2:30 pm ET
¢ Introduces the principles, framework, and key components of ROSC, as well
as strategies for engaging individuals in recovery with community resources.

o Part 2: Implementing and Sustaining ROSC in Practice
e March 13, at 2:30 pm ET
e Explores strategies for ROSC implementation, community engagement, and
measuring outcomes to ensure long-term sustainability.

1.25 Contact Hours are available for participation in the webinar series.

Registration is required.
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