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Overview of NASADAD

• NASADAD’s mission is to promote effective and efficient 
publicly funded State substance use disorder prevention, 
treatment, and recovery systems.

• Office in Washington, D.C.
• Research and Program Applications Department
• Public Policy Department

• Governed by Board of Directors
• Sara Goldsby (SC), President
• Val Mielke (N.J.), Vice President
• Cassandra Price (GA), Public Policy Committee Chair
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What do 
we do at 
NASADAD?

Serve as the national voice of State substance use agencies

Foster partnerships among States, federal agencies, and key 
national organizations

Develop and disseminate knowledge of innovative 
substance use programs, policies, and practices

Promote key competencies of effective State substance use 
agencies

Promote increased public understanding of substance use 
prevention, treatment, and recovery processes and services
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In addition to State 
Directors, 
NASADAD serves 
as an umbrella 
group for Staff 
focused on a 
population or part 
of the continuum

Prevention 
Coordinators 

(National 
Prevention 
Network)

Treatment 
Coordinators

(National 
Treatment 
Network)

Women’s Services 
Coordinators

(Women’s Services 
Network)

State Opioid 
Treatment 

Authorities (SOTAs)
Opioid Treatment 

Network (OTN)

Youth Coordinators HIV Coordinators
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Role of State Alcohol and Drug Agencies

Placement in State government varies: May 

be Departments of Health, Human Services, 

Social Services, Cabinet Level, and so on

Develop State plans to 
provide prevention, 

treatment, and recovery 
services

Manage the Substance 
Use Prevention, 
Treatment, and 

Recovery Services 
(SUPTRS) Block Grant

Manage opioid-
specific grants to 
States – including 

State Opioid Response 
(SOR) Grant

Promote effectiveness 
through planning, 

oversight, and 
accountability

Report Data
Promote and ensure 

quality and evidence-
based services

Encourage 
coordination across 

State government 

Work with the provider 
community

https://nasadad.org/role-of-ssas/



How do State alcohol and drug agencies support providers? 

• Convene provider community to ensure communication and awareness; 
seek and acquire input

• Support training to help support providers with education on evidence-
based practices related to programs, practices and policies

• Includes help translating research-to-practice

• Includes facilitating a dialogue about practice-to-research possibilities  
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How do State alcohol and drug agencies support providers? 

• Lead on issues related to workforce development, recruitment, training, 
and retention

• Ensure oversight of the system through guidance to those deploying 
policies, programs and practices  

• Assist providers in leveraging opportunities offered by federal partners
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Coordinating Funds: Two examples 

Substance Use Prevention, Treatment and 
Recovery Services (SUPTRS) Block Grant 
(formerly Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant [SAPT or SABG]) 

&

State Opioid Response (SOR) Grant



Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery 
Services (SUPTRS) Block Grant

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………

• Distributed by formula to all States, Territories, 
Jurisdictions, and the Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians 
(referred to as “States”). 

• Administered by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA). 

• The SUPTRS Block Grant supports treatment for 2 million 
Americans per year.

• 20 percent set-aside for primary prevention.

• Flexible program that allows each State to direct resources 
for prevention, treatment, and recovery to meet their own 
needs.

https://nasadad.org/substance-use-prevention-treatment-and-recovery-services-suptrs-block-grant/

Sample service areas:

1. Primary prevention services;

2. Tuberculosis (TB) services including TB 

screening, counseling, and referral for medical 

evaluation and treatment for individuals in SUD 

treatment services;

3. Early intervention services for HIV/AIDS for 

individuals in SUD treatment services in 

designated states;

4. Substance use services for pregnant women 

and women with dependent children; and

5. Recovery support services.
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Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery 

Services (SUPTRS) Block Grant (Continued)

Critical funding that supports infrastructure of each State’s substance use disorder system 
– including services not reimbursed 

FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 Final FY 2024
FY 2024 vs. FY 

2023
President’s FY 
2025 Request

FY 2025 vs. FY 
2024

$1,858,079,000 $1,858,079,000 $1,908,079,000 $2,008,079,000 2,008,079,000 Level $2,008,079,000 Level

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2021 (Coronavirus Relief Package, 

December 2020)

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (March 
2021)

$1,650,000,000 $1,500,000,000

COVID-19 Relief Supplemental Funding



State Opioid Response (SOR) Grants – An Overview

“The purpose of this program is to address the opioid overdose 
crisis by providing resources to states and territories for 
increasing access to FDA-approved medications for the 

treatment of opioid use disorder (MOUD), and for supporting the 
continuum of prevention, harm reduction, treatment, and 

recovery support services for opioid use disorder (OUD) and other 
concurrent substance use disorders. The SOR program also 

supports the continuum of care for stimulant misuse and use 
disorders, including for cocaine and methamphetamine. The SOR 
program aims to help reduce unmet treatment needs and opioid-

related overdose deaths across America.”

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………

SOR Distribution

Program FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 Final FY 2024

FY 2024 

vs

FY 2023

President’s FY 

2025 Request

FY 2025 vs 

FY 2024

State Opioid 

Response (SOR) 

Grants

$1,500,000,000 $1,500,000,000 $1,525,000,000 $1,575,000,000 $1,575,000,000 Level $1,595,000,000 +$20,000,000



State Opioid Response (SOR) Interactive Map 
 

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………

https://nasadad.org/2022/09/interactive-map-impact-of-state-targeted-response-state-opioid-response-grants/



Thematic briefs describe some of the most 
pressing issues faced by the SSAs in 
responding to the opioid crisis and stimulant 
misuse and use disorders, common 
strategies to address them, and innovative 
programs. The briefs cover:

• Crisis Support Services

• Special Populations Initiatives

• Initiatives to Build Workforce Capacity

• Demonstrating Outcomes for a Healthier 
Future

• Prevention Initiatives

• Treatment Initiatives

• Overdose Reversal Initiatives

• Recovery Support Initiatives
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Revisit: Supplemental funding to the Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and 

Recovery Services (SUPTRS) Block Grant 

Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2021 (Coronavirus Relief 

Package, December 2020)

The American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 (March 2021)

$1,650,000,000 $1,500,000,000

Deadline to spend: 

March 14, 2025

Deadline to spend:

September 30, 2025



Issue: 
Federal fiscal cliff arrives September 30, 2025

A fiscal cliff arrives Sept 30, 2025 – a deadline to spend $1.5 billion in 
supplemental funds Congress added to the Substance Use Prevention, 
Treatment, Recovery Services (SUPTRS) Block Grant in the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA). 

What could be done?

• Additional federal funds to the SUPTRS Block Grant that would flow October 1, 2025

• Extend the September 30, 2025 deadline to September 30, 2026 to allow more time 
to allocate the ARPA supplemental dollars to the SUPTRS Block Grant. 

• Combination of both additional time and additional federal or State general revenue 
resources 

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………



Issue: Investing opioid settlement funds 
Leverage your State alcohol and drug agency – including the State alcohol 
and drug agency’s annual/biennial plan – as opioid settlement dollars 
investments are considered 

• Every State’s alcohol and drug agency develops a plan for substance use 
prevention, treatment, recovery.

• Many State alcohol and drug agencies already utilize county-based systems.

• Consider building reporting/evaluations to “tell the story” about opioid 
settlement investments

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………



Issue: Prioritize and invest in workforce initiatives  
State-level action on workforce is critical given current federal approach to 
substance use disorder workforce crisis is not adequate.

• Workforce challenges (prevention, treatment, and recovery) identified as top 
priority by all State alcohol and drug agencies. 

• Federal substance use workforce initiatives help but often the construct of 
these programs are not nimble – causing a delay in their impact 
• (e.g. loan repayment vs. scholarships; federal workforce shortages as strict pathway for 

action)

•  Workforce crisis threatens to impede progress on spending resources 
allocated by Congress 

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………



Thank you

Robert I.L. Morrison
Executive Director/Director of Legislative Affairs
National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD)
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite M-250
Washington, D.C. 20006
Email: rmorrison@nasadad.org

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………

mailto:rmorrison@nasadad.org

	Slide 1:   State Alcohol and Drug Agencies:   Role, key initiatives, top considerations   Robert Morrison, Executive Director National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Agency Directors (NASADAD) rmorrison@nasadad.org     National Meeting of State Hea
	Slide 2: Overview of NASADAD
	Slide 3: What do we do at NASADAD?
	Slide 4:  In addition to State Directors, NASADAD serves as an umbrella group for Staff focused on a population or part of the continuum 
	Slide 5: Role of State Alcohol and Drug Agencies
	Slide 6: How do State alcohol and drug agencies support providers? 
	Slide 7: How do State alcohol and drug agencies support providers? 
	Slide 8: Coordinating Funds: Two examples    Substance Use Prevention, Treatment and Recovery Services (SUPTRS) Block Grant  (formerly Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant [SAPT or SABG])   &  State Opioid Response (SOR) Grant
	Slide 9: Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Services (SUPTRS) Block Grant
	Slide 10: Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Services (SUPTRS) Block Grant (Continued)
	Slide 11: State Opioid Response (SOR) Grants – An Overview
	Slide 12: State Opioid Response (SOR) Interactive Map    
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Revisit: Supplemental funding to the Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Services (SUPTRS) Block Grant 
	Slide 15: Issue:  Federal fiscal cliff arrives September 30, 2025
	Slide 16: Issue:  Investing opioid settlement funds 
	Slide 17: Issue:  Prioritize and invest in workforce initiatives  
	Slide 18: Thank you

