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Overview of NASADAD

• NASADAD’s mission is to promote effective and efficient 
publicly funded State substance use disorder prevention, 
treatment, and recovery systems.

• Office in Washington, D.C.
• Research and Program Applications Department

➢Houses component groups: prevention, treatment, 
women’s services, and State Opioid Treatment 
Authorities (SOTAs)

• Public Policy Department

• Governed by Board of Directors
• Sara Goldsby (SC), President
• Cassandra Price (GA), Public Policy Committee Chair

Robert Morrison, 
Executive 
Director

Research and 
Applications 
Department 

Public Policy 
Department
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Role of State Alcohol and Drug Agencies

Placement in State government varies: May 

be Departments of Health, Human Services, 

Social Services, Cabinet Level, and so on

Develop annual State 
plans to provide 

prevention, treatment, 
and recovery services

Manage the 
Substance Abuse 

Prevention and 
Treatment (SAPT) 

Block Grant

Manage opioid-
specific grants to 
States – including 

State Opioid 
Response Grant

Promote 
effectiveness 

through planning, 
oversight, and 
accountability

Report Data Promote and ensure 
quality

Encourage 
coordination across 

state government 

Work with the 
provider community

https://nasadad.org/role-of-ssas/
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Laura Garcia 



NASADAD houses, under 
its umbrella, are special 
interest groups that 
represent State alcohol & 
drug agency staff focusing 
on a particular population, 
part of the continuum, or 
topic:

Prevention 
Coordinators 

(National 
Prevention 
Network)

Treatment 
Coordinators

(National 
Treatment 
Network)

Women’s Services 
Coordinators

(Women’s Services 
Network)

State Opioid 
Treatment 

Authorities (SOTAs)
(Opioid Treatment 

Network (OTN)

Youth Coordinators HIV Coordinators
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What do we 
do?

Serve as the national voice of State substance use agencies

Foster partnerships among States, federal agencies, and 
other key national organizations

Develop and disseminate knowledge of innovative 
substance use programs, policies, and practices

Promote key competencies of effective State substance use 
agencies

Promote increased public understanding of substance use 
prevention, treatment, and recovery processes and services
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States Helping 
States Approach

How do we work?
 NASADAD 
Activities:

7

Technical 
Assistance

Topic Calls and 
Webinars

Product 
Development

Inquiries

Public 
Policy
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Examples of substance use-related crises

• Overdose risk: When an individual consumes a toxic amount of alcohol or 
other drugs resulting in severe harm, including the risk of an overdose

• Withdrawal: When an individual experiences physical and psychological 
symptoms after discontinuing substance use, including negative emotions 
such as stress, anxiety, or depression, as well as physical effects

• Intoxication: When an individual consumes alcohol or other drugs and has 
impaired cognition and motor skills, putting themselves or others at risk 

• Relapse: When an individual abstaining from substance use experiences 
distress after using a substance.
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NASADAD’s Role in 988/Crisis Work

Promote awareness regarding 
the importance of work to 
address substance use-
related crisis as a core 

component to 988/crisis work

Promote learning and 
information sharing on various 

aspects of 988/crisis work  
through a “States-helping-

States” approach

Ensure constant 
communication with SAMHSA 

and relevant stakeholders  
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Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery 

Services (SUPTRS) Block Grant 

• $2 billion formula grant administered by SAMHSA

• 20 percent set-aside for front-end primary prevention 

• Flexible program that allows each State to direct resources for prevention, treatment, and 
recovery to meet their unique own needs

• Critical funding that supports infrastructure of each State’s substance use disorder system – 
including services not reimbursed 

Program FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 Final FY 2024
FY 2024 vs. FY 

2023
President’s FY 
2025 Request

FY 2025 vs. FY 
2024

SUPTRS 
Block 
Grant

$1,858,079,000 $1,858,079,000 $1,908,079,000 $2,008,079,000 2,008,079,000 Level $2,008,079,000 Level



State Opioid Response (SOR) Funding

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………

Program FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 Final FY 2024

FY 2024 

vs

FY 2023

President’s FY 

2025 Request

FY 2025 vs 

FY 2024

State Opioid 

Response (SOR) 

Grants

$1,500,000,000 $1,500,000,000 $1,525,000,000 $1,575,000,000 $1,575,000,000 Level $1,595,000,000 +$20,000,000



State SOR Interactive Map  
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https://nasadad.org/2022/09/interactive-map-impact-of-state-targeted-response-state-opioid-response-grants/



Thematic briefs describe some of the most 
pressing issues faced by the SSAs in 
responding to the opioid crisis and stimulant 
misuse and use disorders, common 
strategies to address them, and innovative 
programs. The briefs cover:

• Crisis Support Services

• Special Populations Initiatives

• Initiatives to Build Workforce Capacity

• Demonstrating Outcomes for a Healthier 
Future

• Prevention Initiatives

• Treatment Initiatives

• Overdose Reversal Initiatives

• Recovery Support Initiatives

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………



States’ Most 
Common 
Crisis 
Services 
Supported 
with 
STR/SOR 
Funds
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Integrating Peer Recovery 
Support Services Into 
Substance-Use Related 
Crisis Care: A Brief for 
States 
SAMHSA’s Center of Excellence for 
Integrated Health Solutions  

23.09.20_CoE-NASADAD-PRSS-Brief.pdf

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………

https://nasadad.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/23.09.20_CoE-NASADAD-PRSS-Brief.pdf


Integrating Peer Recovery Support Services Into 
Substance-Use Related Crisis Care: A Brief for States 

• Includes information on 988/crisis work moving forward in 
Kentucky, Maryland, and New Jersey 

• Additional specific resources (documents, regulations, guidance, 
etc.) from Indiana, Montana, Virginia, Washington State, Michigan, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio 
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Future Considerations

Continue States-helping-States approach with a particular emphasis on 
financing strategies

Promote performance and outcomes data reporting and sharing 

Promote the benefits of being precise with language and messaging

Contribute to the dialogue regarding 988-911 coordination 

……….……………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………



Thank you
Questions
Answers

Discussion

Robert I.L. Morrison
Executive Director/Director of Legislative Affairs
National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD)
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite M-250
Washington, D.C. 20006
Email: rmorrison@nasadad.org
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