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Meeting at a Glance    

Monday, May 21  
4:00 p.m.— 7:00 p.m. Registration Open 

Evening  Meet and Greets for Treatment and Women’s  Services Coordinators  

 Dinner on your own 
 

Tuesday, May 22 

8:45 a.m.— 9:00 a.m.     Welcome from NASADAD 

9:00 a.m.— 9:45 a.m.     Welcome from SAMHSA 

       A. Kathryn Power, Acting Director CSAT 

9:45 a.m.— 10:00 a.m.     Morning Break 

10:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.     SSA Sessions 

10:00 a.m.— 5:00 p.m.     Treatment Coordinator Sessions 

10:00 a.m.— 5:00 p.m.     Women’s Coordinator Sessions 

10:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.     Prevention Coordinator Sessions 

12:00 p.m.— 1:30 p.m.     Lunch on your own 

3:00 p.m.— 3:15 p.m.     Afternoon Break 

3:15 p.m.— 5:15 p.m.     CSAP Leadership Summit (SSAs and Prevention Coordinators) 

5:15 p.m.— 6:15 p.m.     NASADAD Welcome Reception– Ramstad/Kennedy Award Announcement 

 
Wednesday, May 23 
8:45 a.m.— 9:45 a.m. Updates from SAMHSA 
 Fran Harding, A. Kathryn Power, Daryl Kade, Deepa Avula (SAMHSA) 
 Moderator: Casandra Price, NASADAD President (GA) 
9:45 a.m.— 10:00 a.m. Morning Break 
10:00 a.m.— 11:00 a.m. Women’s SUD Initiatives in the Time of the Opioid Epidemic 
 Nancy Young (CFF) 
 State Speakers: Starleen Scott– Robbins (NC), Chris Scalise (NJ) 
 Moderator: Suzette Tucker (MD) 
11:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m. Primary Prevention in the Time of the Opioid Epidemic 
 State Speakers: Janice Petersen (LA), Jessica Hawkins (OK), Craig PoVey (UT) 
 Moderator: Michelle Nienhius (SC)  
12:00 p.m.— 1:30 p.m. Lunch on your own  

   1:45 p.m.— 2:45 p.m.      Strategies to Ensure Access to and Quality of Recovery Housing 
         Tom Hill (National Council for BH), David Sheridan (NARR) 
      State Speakers: Ute Gazioch (FL), Kevin Moore (IN), Allison Bauer (MA) 
       Moderator: Joyce Starr (OH) 

2:45 p.m.— 3:00 p.m.                              Afternoon Break 
3:00 p.m.— 4:00 p.m. Innovations in SUD Services and Implications for the Substance Abuse Block Grant 
 State Speakers: Edward Mersereau (HI), Barbara Bazron (MD), Mark Stringer (MO), Steve Hanson (NY), 
 Michael Langer (WA) 
 Moderator: Sara Goldsby (SC) 
4:00 p.m.— 5:00 p.m. Collaboration on Workforce and Block Grant Agencies 
 Holly Hagel (ATTC), Beth Rutkowski (ATTC) 
 State Speakers: Jenny Corvalan-Wood (CO), Robert Werthwein (CO), Edward Mersereau (HI),  
 Phyllis Millspaugh (KY), Gail Taylor (VA) 
 Moderator: Rosie Andueza (ID) 
  

Thursday, May 24 
   8:15 a.m.— 9:45 a.m. NASADAD  Membership Meetings 

9:45 a.m.— 10:00 a.m. Morning Break 
10:00 a.m.— 11:00 a.m. Update from ONDCP 
 Acting ONDCP Director James Carrol 
11:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m.  Public Policy Panel 
 Sue Thau (CADCA), Andrew Kessler (Slingshot Solutions), Ann Lefert (NASTAD),  
 Rob Morrison (NASADAD) 
 Moderator: Alison Knopf (ADAW) 
12:00 p.m. Conclusion of NASADAD Annual Meeting, Hotel Checkout 
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PROGRAM SPONSORS 
 

NASADAD/CSAT/CSAP Extend Their Special Appreciation to: 

 

 
 

 

Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP) 

 

 

 

“The views expressed in written conference materials or publications and by speakers and moderators at HHS-sponsored conferences, do not 

necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and Human Services; nor does mention of trade names, commercial practices, 

or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.” 
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MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
8:00 a.m.— 5:00 p.m.  Registration (Meeting Room Foyer) 
 
8:00 a.m.— 9:00 a.m.  Breakfast on your own, beverages available (Meeting Room Foyer) 
 
8:45 a.m.— 9:00 a.m. Welcome from NASADAD 
(Cabinet & Judiciary)   

 
9:00 a.m.— 9:45 a.m. SAMHSA Welcome: A. Kathryn Power, M.Ed., Acting Director of CSAT  
(Cabinet & Judiciary) High Priority Issues of SAPT Block Grant Agency Directors & Managers  
   
9:45 a.m.— 10:00 a.m.  Morning Break 
(Meeting Room Foyer)  
 
10:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.  Single State Authority (SSA) Sessions 
(Congressional &  
Old Georgetown)     
 

10:00 a.m.— 5:00 p.m.  Women’s Services Coordinators’ Learning Community Meeting  
(Diplomat & Ambassador)  
  
10:00 a.m.— 5:00 p.m.   Treatment Coordinators’ Learning Community Meeting  
(Severn & Potomac)   
 
10:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.  Prevention Coordinators’ Learning Community Meeting 
(Embassy & Patuxent)  
 
12:00 p.m.— 1:30 p.m. Lunch Break (on your own) 
     

3:00 p.m.— 3:15 p.m.   Afternoon Break  
(Meeting Room Foyer) 
 
3:15 p.m.— 5:15 p.m. CSAP Leadership Summit with SSAs & Prevention Coordinators 

(Cabinet & Judiciary) (State Directors and Prevention Coordinators) 

 
5:15 p.m.— 6:15 p.m. NASADAD Welcome Reception, sponsored by Optum 
(Congressional &  Ramstad/Kennedy Award Announcement 
Old Georgetown)  
 
6:30 p.m.— 8:30 p.m.   Exhibits Move In (Ballroom)  
 

 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 
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8:00 a.m.— 5:00 p.m.   Registration (Ballroom Foyer) 
9:00 a.m.— 5:00 p.m.   Exhibitors Open  (Ballroom)  

8:00 a.m.— 9:00 a.m.  Breakfast on your own, beverages available (Ballroom Foyer) 
 
7:15 a.m.— 8:45 a.m.  Prevention Coordinators’ Learning Community Meeting 
(Embassy & Patuxent) 
 
8:45 a.m.— 9:45 a.m.  Plenary Session: 
(Ballroom)   Updates from SAMHSA: CSAP, CSAT, CBHSQ, OFR 
 Speakers: Fran Harding, A. Kathryn Power, Daryl Kade, Deepa Avula 
 Moderator: Cassandra Price (GA) 
 
9:45 a.m.— 10:00 a.m.  Morning Break 

(Ballroom Foyer) 
 

10:00 a.m.— 11:00 a.m.  Plenary Session 
(Ballroom)   Women’s SUD Initiatives in the Time of the Opioid Epidemic   
    Speakers: Nancy Young (CFF), Starleen Scott-Robbins (NC), Chris Scalise (NJ) 
    Moderator: Suzette Tucker (MD) 

 
11:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m.   Plenary Session 
(Ballroom)   Primary Prevention in the Time of the Opioid Epidemic 
    Speakers: Janice Petersen (LA), Jessica Hawkins (OK), Craig PoVey (UT) 

    Moderator: Michelle Nienhius (SC) 
 
12:00 p.m.— 1:30 p.m.  Lunch Break (on your own) 
 
1:45 p.m.— 2:45 p.m.  Plenary Session 
(Ballroom)   Strategies to Ensure Access to and Quality of Recovery Housing 
    Speakers: Tom Hill (National Council for BH), David Sheridan (NARR), Ute Gazioch (FL),  
    Kevin Moore (IN), Allison Bauer (MA) 
    Moderator: Joyce Starr (OH) 
 
2:45 p.m.— 3:00 p.m.  Afternoon Break 

(Ballroom Foyer) 
 
3:00 p.m.— 4:00 p.m.  Plenary Session 
(Ballroom)   Innovations in SUD Services and Implications for the Substance Abuse Block Grant 
    Speakers: Edward Mersereau (HI), Barbara Bazron (MD), Mark Stringer (MO),  
    Steve Hanson (NY), Michael Langer (WA) 
    Moderator: Sarah Goldsby (SC) 
 
4:00 p.m.— 5:00 p.m.  Plenary Session 
(Ballroom)   Collaboration on Workforce and Block Grant Agencies 
    Speakers: Holly Hagle (ATTC), Beth Rutkowski (ATTC), Jenny Corvalan-Wood (CO), 

    Robert Werthwein (CO), Edward Mersereau (HI), Phyllis Millspaugh (KY),   
    Gail Taylor (VA)  
    Moderator: Rosie Andueza (ID) 
Conclusion of CSAT/ CSAP  
Sponsored Sessions 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 
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7:00 a.m.— 8:30 a.m.   Buffet Breakfast  

(Ballroom Foyer)  
 
7:45 a.m.— 8:45 a.m.  Treatment Coordinating Committee Meeting 
(Severn & Potomac) 
 
8:15 a.m.— 9:45 a.m.  NASADAD Membership Meeting  
(Congressional &   Single State Authorities 
Old Georgetown)    
 
8:45 a.m.— 9:45 a.m.  Women’s Services Coordinators Membership Meeting  
(Diplomat & Ambassador) Women’s Service Coordinators  

 
8:45 a.m.— 9:45 a.m.  Treatment Membership Meeting  
(Severn & Potomac)  Treatment Coordinators  
 
8:45 a.m.— 9:45 a.m.  No Prevention Coordinators Meeting 
 
9:45 a.m.— 10:00 a.m.                  Morning Break 
(Ballroom Foyer) 

 
10:00 a.m.— 11:00 a.m.   Update from the Office of National Drug Control Policy  

(Ballroom)   ONDCP Acting Director James Carroll 
 
11:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m.  Public Policy Panel 
(Ballroom)   Speakers: Sue Thau (CADCA), Andrew Kessler (Slingshot Solutions),  
    Ann Lefert (NASTAD), Rob Morrison (NASADAD) 
    Moderator: Alison Knopf (ADAW) 
 
12:00 p.m.  Conclusion of NASADAD Annual Meeting, Hotel Checkout  
    Lunch on your own 
 
12:30 p.m.— 3:00 p.m.   Exhibits Move Out (Ballroom) 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 
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EXHIBIT AREA FLOOR PLAN 
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Alcoholism & Drug Abuse Weekly 
John Wiley & Sons 

989 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA  94103 

415-782-3127 

Kaleo 
111 Virginia Street, Suite 300 

Richmond, VA 23219 
(804) 316-0138 

Break Sponsor  

Break Sponsor  
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TABLETOP NUMBER  EXHIBITORS 
 

  

 1       ALKERMES, INC. 

 2    ADAPT PHARMA 

 3    OPTUM 

 4    CHESS HEALTH 

 5    MERCER GOVERNMENT HUMAN SERVICES CONSULTING 

 6    INDIVIOR INC. 

 7    ATTC NETWORK 

8 FOOTHOLD TECHNOLOGY  

 9    E-TRANSX, INC.  

 10    VISUAL VAULT 

 11    MALLINCKRODT PHARMACEUTICALS 

 12    KOGNITO 

 13    ALTARUM 

 14    DOMINION DIAGNOSTICS  

 15    OXFORD HOUSE, INC. 

  16    AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ADDICTION MEDICINE, ASAM 

 17    FEI SYSTEMS 

 18    COLLABORATIVE PLANNING GROUP SYSTEMS INC. 

 19    NAADAC, THE ASSOCIATION FOR ADDICTION PROFESSIONALS  
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2018 EXHIBITORS 
In Alphabetical Order 

ADAPT PHARMA 
 
100 Matsonford Road 
Building #4, Suite 201 
Radnor, PA 19087 
(215) 345-1515 
Stephanie.gallica@adaptpharma.com 
Michelle.ford@adaptpharma.com 

Adapt Pharma, makers of NARCAN Nasal Spray, is an innovative small business  
focused on developing cutting-edge treatments for patients with special medical 
conditions.   

ALKERMES 
 
852 Winter Street 
Waltham, MA  02451 
(617) 852-7356 

Jeffrey.harris@alkermes.com 

Alkermes is a fully integrated biopharmaceutical company that applies its scientific  
expertise and technological know-how to develop innovative medicines designed to 
help patients with serious, chronic conditions better manage their disease. For more 
information, please visit Alkermes’ website at www.alkermes.com. 

ALTARUM 
 
11300 Rockville Pike 
Suite 500 
Rockville, MD 20852 
(301) 692-1879 
Diana.williams@altarum.org 

Altarum is a non-profit health systems research and consulting organization.   
Altarum integrates independent research and client-centered consulting to create 
comprehensive, systems-based solutions that improve health. 

American Society of  
Addiction Medicine 
(ASAM) 
 
11400 Rockville Pike 
Suite 200 
Rockville, MD 20852 
(301) 547-4118 
lfay@asam.org 
lwaldron@asam.org 

ASAM is dedicated to increasing access and improving the quality of addiction treat-
ment, educating physicians and in the public, supporting research prevention, and 
promoting the appropriate role of physicians in the care of patients with addic-
tion.  ASAM also offers clinicians a standardize way to asses patients with the use of 
our assessment tools and products. 
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DOMINION DIAGNOSTICS 
 
211 Circuit Drive 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 
(401) 667-0837 
lmaguire@dominiondiagnostics.com 
drienhimer@dominiondiagnostics.com 

Dominion Diagnostics is a leading national laboratory that offers clinical drug  
testing, prescription monitoring services, and a full suite of clinical support solutions. 
For over two decades, Dominion Diagnostics has provided services to clients  
representing a diversity of medical specialties across the United States, including 
addiction medicine, behavioral health, pain medicine, primary care, psychiatry, and 

hospital systems.  Dominion Diagnostics is supported by a world-class team that 
shares a commitment to clinical excellence, compliance, and integrity. 

ATTC NETWORK 
 
Coordinating Office 
2464 Charlotte Street 
Kansas City, MO 64108 
(816) 235-6888 
hagleh@umkc.edu 
christy@umkc.edu 

Helping people and organizations incorporate effective practices into substance use 
disorder treatment and recovery services. 

Collaborative Planning 
Group Systems, Inc. 
 
174 Skyhigh Lane 
Lexington, VA 24450 
(240) 731-1889 
kcoleman@collaborateandgrow.com 
 

Collaborative Planning Group System, Inc. offers innovative technology solutions 
for non-profits, communities, and states.  Our Performance Based Prevention  
System (PBPS) provides the tools states need to collect real-time data and satisfy 
Substance Abuse Prevention Block Grant requirements.  Our Well Screen system is 
an on-line, tablet enabled tool for conducting screenings, tracking outcomes and 

reporting on SBIRT initiatives. 

CHESS HEALTH 
 
300 Main Street 
Suite 4-205 

East Rochester, NY 14445 
(585) 484-8471 
aoakes@chess.health 
shammond@chess.health 

CHESS Health develops A-CHESS, the leading evidence-based relapse prevention 
technology.  By integrating A-CHESS into treatment plans, clinicians, case managers, 
and coaches can best support those in recovery with access to predictive relapse 
analytics, condition-specific content, and access to live support through mobile  
applications and a clinical dashboard. 

mailto:aoakes@chess.health
mailto:shammond@chess.health
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Indivior Inc. is a global specialty pharmaceutical company that provides educational 
resources and treatment options for Opioid Use Disorder and Opioid Dependence/
Addiction. Please visit the company’s booth where an Indivior representative will be 
standing by. 

INDIVIOR 
 
10710 Midlothian Turnpike 
North Chesterfield, VA 23235 
(616) 318-3734 
James.sharp@indivior.com 

Web-based behavioral health electronic health record (EHR) software. 

FEI SYSTEMS 

 
9755 Patuxent Woods Drive 
Suite 300 

Columbia, MD 21046 
(443) 393-8657 
Jennifer.conrad@feisystems.com 

FOOTHOLD TECHNOLOGY 
 
36 E. 12th Street, 5th Flood 
New York, NY 10003 
(212) 780-1450 
david@footholdtechnology.com 
jim@footholdtechnology.com 

FEi Systems (Focused e-Health Innovations) has offered behavioral health software 
focused on the capture and utilization of data to improve prevention, treatment and 
recovery through reporting, analytics, and information sharing since 1999.  FEi offers 
a complete suite of functionality addressing: billing and contract/fund management, 
problem solving courts, grant management, gambling treatment, juvenile and  

criminal justice, with specific solutions for data warehousing, 1115 waiver  
management, ASAM, HIE integration and more. FEi e-Health solutions are currently 
used in 32 states and counties. 

eTransX, Inc. 
 
214 Overlook Circle 
Suite 170 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
(615) 482-3600 
rtaylor@etransx.com 
bill.barberg@insightformation.com 

Since 1999 eTransX has offered innovation software solutions for the healthcare 
market-including systems to support advanced data integration and care  
coordination.  eTransX’s latest software as a service offering is the Opioid Care  
Community system which coordinates regional and local efforts for the prevention, 
harm reduction, treatment, and recovery of opioid and substance use  

disorders.  The new system includes the InsightVision strategy management  
module form Insightformation.  www.opioidcarecommunity.com and 
www.etransx.com. 



21 

 

           2018 NASADAD ANNUAL MEETING 

            MAY 21-24, 2018 

                    HYATT REGENCY - BETHESDA, MD 

MERCER 
 
333 S. 7th Street, Suite 1400 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(651) 756-0311 
April.lindquist@mercer.com 

Helping governments shape tomorrow’s health programs.  Mercer Government  
Human Services Consulting (Mercer) specializes in creating innovative solutions to 
transform health care.  We assist government-sponsored programs in becoming 
more efficient purchasers of health and welfare services. Teams include actuaries, 
accountants, clinicians, consultants, IT specialists, pharmacists, policy and operations 

professionals who can assure a coordinated approach to actuarial, financial,  
administrative and operational components of health and welfare programs.   
Mercer’s full range to customized consulting services will help you streamline and 
maximize the benefits of your health services.  www.mercer-government.mercer.com 

NAADAC 
 
44 Canal Center Plaza 
Suite 301 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 741-7686 ext. 140 
jsmith@naadac.org 

NAADAC, the Association for Addiction Professionals, represents the professional 
interests of more than 95,000 addiction counselors, educators, and other addiction-
focused healthcare professionals in the United States and abroad.  NAADAC’s  
members and 47 state affiliates work to create healthier individuals, families, and 
communities through prevention, intervention, quality treatment, and recovery  

support. 

Kognito is a health simulation company that believes in the power of conversation 
to change lives.  We are pioneers in developing research-proven, role-play simula-
tions that prepare individuals to lead real-life conversations that result in measurable 
changes in social, emotional, and physical health.  Our growing portfolio of  
simulations is used by 300+ leading health, education, government and non-profit 

organizations for professional development and public education.  To date, more 
than 1 million people have engaged in Kognito simulation.  Kognito is the only  
company with health simulations listed in the National Registry of Evidence-Based 
Programs and Practices (NREPP). 

KOGNITO 
 
135 W. 26th Street, 12th Floor 
New York, NY 10001 
(212) 675-9234 
cyrille@kognito.com 
Scott.sander@kognito.com 

MALLINCKRODT  
PHARMACEUTICALS 
 
385 Marshall Avenue, 1st Floor 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 
(503) 929-1680 
Daniel.alexander@mnk.com 
estevens@rocksolidmeetings.com 

Mallinckrodt is a global business that develops, manufactures, markets and  
distributes specialty pharmaceutical products and therapies. Our Specialty Brands 
segment includes branded medicines and the Specialty Generics segment includes 
specialty generic drugs, active pharmaceutical ingredients and external  
manufacturing.  Mallinckrodt provides customers with a broad portfolio of specialty 

generics drugs to treat pain, ADHD, opiate and alcohol addiction, depression and 
insomnia. To learn more about Mallinckrodt and these products,  
visit www.mallinckrodt.com. 
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OXFORD HOUSE INC. 
 
1010 Wayne Avenue, Suite 300 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
(202) 308-2366 
Kathleen.gibson@oxfordhouse.org 
Jason.jarreau@oxfordhouse.org 

Oxford house:  A cost effective, program concept enabling groups of recovering 
individuals to rent a house, live together and help each other stay clean and sober. 

Visual Vault transforms business processes quickly and cost effectively streamlining 
data and document intensive processes with uniquely configured software as a  
service solutions (SAAS). 

Visual Vault 
 
2050 E. ASU Circle, Suite 103 
Tempe, AZ 85284 
(847) 722-7023 
Steve.pendleton@visualvault.com 

OPTUM 
 
11000 Optum Circle 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 
(480) 766-6479 
Leslie.schwalbe@optum.com 
Todd.sinclair@optum.com 

Optum is a leading health services and innovation company dedicated to helping 
make the health system work better for everyone.  With more than 124,000 people 
collaborating worldwide, Optum combines technology, data expertise to improve 
the delivery, quality and efficiency of health care. 
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BIOGRAPHIES 
In Alphabetical Order 

 

Rosie Andueza is a Program Manager for the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare’s Division of Behavior-

al Health (DBH).  In her role, Rosie manages federal and state funding for public Substance Use Disorder (SUD) 
services.  She also works closely with DBH field staff on issues involving adult and children’s mental health ser-
vice delivery in Idaho.  Rosie currently sits on the NASADAD board of directors as the Region 10 representative 
and Secretary as well as on the Idaho Behavioral Health State Planning Council and the ICAAD (Idaho Confer-

ence on Alcohol and Drug Dependency) Board.       
 

Rosie is a graduate of the University of Oregon (go Ducks!) and the Idaho Certified Public Manager’s program.  
As a person in long-term recovery, Rosie’s passion is to combat the stigma that surrounds this disease and un-
necessarily keeps people from getting help and finding a life of recovery.   
 

Rosie has two teenagers who occupy her free time (and frequently trouble her usually calm mind).  She also 
takes pleasure in traveling, reading, the outdoors and just enjoying life, one day at a time.  
 

Deepa Avula is the Director of the Office of Financial Resources (OFR) within the Substance Abuse and Men-

tal Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). As Director of OFR, Ms. Avula is responsible for formulating SAM-

HSA's more than $3 billion dollar budget, including funding for block and discretionary grant programs and 
program management. Prior to assuming this role, Ms. Avula worked for the Office of the Chief Financial Of-
ficer in the Office of Justice Programs (OJP), and she served in several capacities in SAMHSA’s Center for Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment (CSAT), including Chief of the Quality Improvement and Workforce Development 
Branch where she provided leadership on programs related to workforce development in the behavioral 
health field, the provision of recovery support services, the development of quality measures for behavioral 
health and health financing. Ms. Avula holds a Master’s degree in Public Health from the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill and a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from The George Washington University. 
 

Allison F. Bauer, JD, LICSW is the Director of the Bureau of Substance Addiction Services (BSAS) of the 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health, having begun her tenure in December, 2016. Previously, Allison 
served as Senior Director of The Boston Foundation and as the Staff Director/Chief Counsel for the Joint Com-
mittee on Mental Health & Substance Abuse in the MA House of Representatives. In 2010, she was selected to 
the inaugural class of the Terrance Keenan Institute “Emerging Leader in Health Philanthropy Fellow” by Grant-
makers in Health. Currently an adjunct professor at Boston College Graduate School of Social Work, Allison also 
taught at the Simmons College School of Social Work and was an assistant professor at Virginia Common-

wealth University School of Social Work, where she earned her MSW. She has an undergraduate degree from 
the University of Rochester and holds a JD from the University of Pennsylvania Law School. Allison currently 
serves on the Advisory Board of Playworks New England and acts as a strategic advisor to Positive Tracks. 
 

Barbara Bazron, PhD, is the Deputy Secretary of the Maryland Department of Health’s Behavioral Health.  

She is responsible for the provision of a full array of community clinical and support services, in addition to man-

aging five psychiatric hospitals and two Regional Institutions for Children and Adolescents.  She formerly served 
as the Interim Director and Senior Deputy Director of Behavioral Health in the District of Columbia.  She oversaw 
children and youth and adult services, emergency and disaster planning, housing, forensic services, care coordi-
nation services and provider relations.  She was responsible for developing and managing the government oper-
ated urgent care clinics and specialty services.   
 

She has over 20 years’ experience in executive leadership positions in education, mental health and addictions. 
She has clinical experience as a family therapist and as an educational diagnostician.   
 

She received her doctorate from the University of Pittsburgh, Master’s from the University of Cincinnati and Bach-
elors from Oberlin College. 
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James Carroll, JD, serves as Acting Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 

(ONDCP). Previously, he served as Deputy Chief of Staff for the Administration. Prior to joining the Trump Ad-
ministration, Acting Director Carroll served as the Director of Corporate Compliance and Washington Coun-
sel for Ford Motor Company.  
 

Jennifer Corvalan-Wood is the Director of Community Prevention and Early Intervention, with the Colo-

rado Department of Human Services, Office of Behavioral Health, Community Prevention and Early Interven-
tion Programs.  She comes to this role with over 20 years of experience in the field of behavioral health.  As 
Director she is responsible for managing the prevention services unit at OBH.  She also works at the national 
level with other state prevention directors, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 

(SAMHSA) Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP), National Association of State Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Directors (NASADAD) National Prevention.  Jennifer also serves as the Colorado Representative to the 
National Prevention Network.   Prior to her role at OBH she worked in the juvenile justice system for 18 years 
and at a substance use detoxification facility for 3 years.  She holds a senior level national and state addic-
tions counseling certification and is a certified prevention specialist.  
 

Ute Gazioch currently serves as the Director of Substance Abuse and Mental Health for the Florida Depart-

ment of Children and Families. Previously she served as Mental Health Lead, responsible for the oversight of 
statewide grants and programs as well as providing programmatic expertise to develop adult and children’s 
behavioral health policy.  Prior to joining the Department in 2012, Ms. Gazioch spent 16 years working with 
adults, children, and families in the child welfare and behavioral health fields.   Ms. Gazioch has extensive ex-
perience with direct care provision as well as program development, management and evaluation.   She has 
trained providers and system partners on System of Care Principles, Wraparound and Stepping Stones to Re-
covery.  Ms. Gazioch earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Psychology with a minor in Social Work from 
Florida State University.  
 

Sara Goldsby, a native of Wyoming, was confirmed as Director of DAODAS by the South Carolina Senate 

on February 8, 2018, after being appointed Acting Director by Governor Nikki Haley in August 2016, then 
nominated as Director by Governor Henry McMaster in May 2017.  As Director, she has led South Carolina’s 
response to the opioid crisis and currently serves as co-chair of the State Opioid Emergency Response Team.  
Under her leadership, DAODAS has been instrumental in addressing the opioid crisis in South Carolina.  
With passion around social determinants of health and access to care, Director Goldsby earned her Master of 
Social Work and Master of Public Health degrees – with an emphasis on health services, policy, and manage-
ment – from the University of South Carolina in 2015, winning awards in both programs for outstanding stu-
dent achievement and leadership.  She continues to work with the Institute for Healthcare Improvement 
Open School. 
 

Holly Hagle, PhD, is the Co-Director of the National ATTC Network Coordinating Office where she over-

sees the implementation of a 1 million dollar national network, the Addiction Technology Transfer Center 
(ATTC). She is the Principal Investigation on behalf of the ATTC Network for the Opioid State Targeted Re-
sponse Technical Assistance, a 4 million dollar grant funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration (SAMHSA).  

 

Dr. Hagle was the Director of the SAMHSA-funded National Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to 
Treatment Addiction Technology Transfer Center (National SBIRT ATTC) at the Institute for Research, Educa-
tion, and Training in Addictions (IRETA). Dr. Hagle has been actively working with medical and behavioral 
health providers for more than 15 years. As the Director of the National SBIRT ATTC she provided oversight 
of all training and educational initiatives, curriculum development and project coordination for three HRSA 
SBIRT federally funded projects with the University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing since 2006.  
Additionally, Dr. Hagle is an Assistant Research Professor in the School of Nursing and Health Studies at the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City. Dr. Hagle will serve as on the Steering Committee and offer in -kind support 
to provide subject matter expertise on workforce development, practice implementation, and direct delivery 
training and training of trainers activities. 
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Steve Hanson, M.S.Ed., is the Associate Commissioner of Treatment for the New York State Office of Alcoholism 

and Substance Abuse Services. He is responsible for the oversight of state operated treatment programs, adolescent 
services, criminal justice and Recovery services. 
Steve has been with OASAS since April 2001 when he was appointed as the Director at our John L. Norris Addiction 
Treatment Center in Rochester. In 2007, he was named Director of the Bureau of Addiction Treatment Centers, and in 

2009 he was named Director of Treatment Services.  
Steve has over 30 years of experience in the field as a treatment provider, educator and consultant. His ability to train 
criminal justice practitioners on drug abuse and treatment has been recognized both nationally and internationally. He 
has been a faculty member of the National Drug Court Institute/National Association of Drug Court Professionals for 
15 years. 

 
Frances Harding is the Director of the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP). Director Harding serves 

as the lead for SAMHSA’s Strategic Initiative on Prevention of Substance Abuse and Mental Illness, which creates 
environments where youth, adults, families, communities, and systems are motivated and empowered to man-
age their overall emotional, behavioral, and physical health. In addition to representing SAMHSA on interagency 

efforts to prevent underage drinking, prescription drug misuse and abuse, and marijuana use among youth and 
young adults, Director Harding collaborates with SAMHSA’s Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) on pro-
gram and policy issues related to the connection between substance abuse prevention and mental health pro-
motion. 
 

Director Harding has held numerous national positions, including serving as president of the National Prevention 
Network (NPN), and as New York State’s representative to the NASADAD Board of Directors.  

 
Jessica Hawkins serves as NPN for Oklahoma and is the Prevention Services Director for the Oklahoma Dept. 

of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services. She is currently the Vice President of Internal Affairs for the NPN 

Executive Committee. 

 
Tom Hill began at the National Council for Behavioral Health in March 2017 and currently serves as Vice Presi-

dent of Practice Improvement. Tom previously served as a Presidential Appointee in the position of Senior Advi-
sor on Addiction and Recovery to the SAMHSA Administrator. As part of this post, Tom initially served as Acting 
Director of the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment. Prior to his appointment, he was a Senior Associate at 
Altarum Institute, serving as Technical Assistance Director for a number of SAMHSA treatment and recovery sup-
port grant initiatives. He also served for four years as Director of Programs at Faces & Voices of Recovery. Reflect-
ing his commitment to the goal of long-term recovery for individuals, families, and communities, Tom has also 
served on numerous Boards of Directors, advisory boards, committees, and task force/working groups. He is the 
recipient of numerous awards including the Johnson Institute America Honors Recovery Award, the NALGAP 

Advocacy Award, and a Robert Wood Johnson Fellowship in the Developing Leadership in Reducing Substance 
Abuse initiative. 

 
Daryl W. Kade, MA, serves as Director of the Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality (CBHSQ). 

CBHSQ provides national leadership in behavioral health statistics and epidemiology, promotes basic and applied 
research in behavioral health data systems and statistical methodology, designs and carries out special data col-
lection and analytic projects to examine issues for SAMHSA and other federal agencies, and participates with oth-
er federal agencies in developing national health statistics policy. 
 

Prior to CBHSQ, Ms. Kade served for a year as Director of the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT). For-

merly, as the Director of the Office of Financial Resources, Ms. Kade was responsible for formulating SAMHSA's 
more than $3 billion budget, including funding for block and discretionary grant programs and program man-
agement. Prior to coming to SAMHSA, Ms. Kade worked for the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).  
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Andrew Kessler, JD, is founder and principal of Slingshot Solutions LLC, a consulting firm that specializes in 

behavioral health policy.  With 15 years of policy experience- and over a decade in behavioral health- Kessler is a 
fixture in circles that advocate for substance abuse treatment, prevention, and research.  He collaborates fre-
quently with congressional offices, the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse (NIDA), the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), and other 

federal actors. He is a frequent contributor to Alcohol and Drug Abuse Weekly, and to RecoveryView.com. Kess-
ler received his Bachelor of Arts in 1993 from Washington University in St. Louis.  In 1999, he graduated from 
American University’s Washington College of Law. 
 

Alison Knopf is serves as Editor of Alcoholism & Drug Abuse Weekly (ADAW); Managing Editor, Child and Ado-

lescent Behavior Letter; Managing Editor, Child and Adolescent Psychopharmacology Update; Contributing Writ-
er, Addiction Professional; and Writer, Addiction Treatment Forum. Ms. Knopf's writing and work as Editor of AD-
AW and other publications keeps the addiction industry leadership accurately informed of critical information. 
 

Michael Langer is the Behavioral Health and Prevention Chief for the Washington State Division of Behavioral 

Health and Recovery.  Michael has managed prevention, intervention, treatment, and recovery support services 
for the state since 1986. He has extensive experience managing federal grants and state resources, and leading 
statewide behavioral health program initiatives and system reforms.  Michael has served on the boards of the Na-
tional Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors and its component groups: the National Prevention 
Network and the National Treatment Network.  He currently serves as the co-chair of the Washington State 
Healthy Youth Coalition, Washington State Interagency Opioid Workgroup, and is a member of the National 
Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America’s Coalition Advisory Committee.    
 

Ann Lefert is Senior Director of Policy & Legislative Affairs at the National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS 

Directors (NASTAD).  NASTAD represents public health officials who administer HIV and hepatitis programs in 
the U.S. and around the world.  Ann has been with NASTAD since 2002 and has extensive experience with policy 

development as it relates to domestic HIV and viral hepatitis appropriations and programming and educational 
work with NASTAD’s Congressional and Administrative partners.  She has deep knowledge of State health de-
partment HIV and hepatitis prevention, care and treatment.  In the past, Ann oversaw NASTAD’s cooperative 
agreement and technical assistance efforts related to the Ryan White Program and its integration with the ever-
evolving health care system.  Ann is currently the co-chair of Federal AIDS Policy Partnership and the Ryan White 
Work Group. Ann received her Bachelor’s degree from St. Olaf College in Minnesota and her Master’s degree in 
Public Policy from Georgetown University. 
 

Edward “Eddie” Mersereau is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW) and Hawaii State Certified Substance 

Abuse Counselor (CSAC). He received his Masters of Social Work degree from the University of Hawaii. He soon 

returned to the UH School of Social Work as an adjunct instructor for both undergraduate and graduate level 
courses on direct practice, policy and human development. He has over 25 years of clinical practice experience 
with a wide spectrum of behavioral health issues. He founded and managed a successful behavioral health prac-
tice here in Hawaii, with 3 separate offices employing over 25 therapists. He brings a strong and balanced back-
ground in business management and clinical practice to his position as the administrator of the Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Division at the Department of Health. 
 

Phyllis H. Millspaugh, MA is the Assistant Director of the Commonwealth of Kentucky Cabinet for Health and 

Family Services, Division of Behavioral Health. She serves as the Prevention Coordinator for Kentucky and is the  
Southeast Regional Representative for the Prevention Coordinator Learning Community.   
 

Kevin Moore is the Director of the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration, Division of Mental Health 

and Addiction.  He was appointed Director on January 1, 2012, and leads the public mental health and addiction 
treatment system.  He was appointed after serving as Assistant Director for DMHA for 2 years directly supervising 
the operations at each of the state psychiatric hospitals as they integrated the values and goals of the recovery 
model.  Kevin worked 24 years with the Department of Correction in a variety of direct service and administrative 
positions.  
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Maria Morris-Groves serves as the Director of Adolescent, Women and Children’s Services for the NYS Office of 

Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services and is Project Director for New York Serving Adolescents in Need of 
Treatment Services (NYSAINT) and NY Focus on Youth and Families to federally funded projects 
 

Currently, in addition to managing NYS two federally funded projects, she is also involved in NYS Medicaid Re-
design efforts as it relates to youth with Behavioral Health Disorders and assisting in the development of Recovery 
Support Services for youth and young adults. Ms. Morris-Groves serves as NYS Women’s Services Coordinator as well 
as NYS Youth Services Coordinator.  As NYS Women’s Services Coordinator she has co-chaired the Women’s Services 
Network’s Standards Development Subcommittee, served as a Regional Representative and served a term as Vice- 
President. As Youth Coordinator, she was one of the Team Leads for the development of the Youth Guidelines. 
Ms. Morris-Groves holds a B.A. in Social Work from Siena College and an M.S. in Education at the College of Saint 
Rose.  She has worked in the addiction field for over 25 years, as a prevention counselor, clinical counselor and as 
an addiction program specialist.   
 

Robert Morrison first came to the National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD) in 

1998 when he worked on legislative and regulatory affairs as Public Policy Associate.  Robert then served as Associ-
ate Director of Government Relations at Smith, Bucklin and Associates from 1999 to 2001 where he directed gov-
ernment affairs programs for health care organizations, including the American Psychiatric Nurses Association.  
Robert returned to NASADAD in 2001 as Director of Public Policy and went on to become Executive Director in 
2009.  Robert first came to Washington in 1993 to work for the late U.S. Senator Frank R. Lautenberg (NJ).  Robert 
graduated from Drew University in New Jersey with a B.A. in Political Science and completed graduate work in 
American Government at the Johns Hopkins University.    
 

Michelle Nienhius serves the state of South Carolina as Prevention Manager for the South Carolina Department 

of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services. This position includes planning and implementing statewide programs 
in the field of substance abuse prevention, as well as overseeing several state and federal grants awarded to South 
Carolina for substance abuse prevention. Ms. Nienhius manages the primary prevention set aside from the Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention Treatment Block Grant for the state and serves as the Project Director of the South Caroli-
na Partnership for Success and Preventing Opioid Overdose Death and manages the prevention portion of the 
State Targeted Response discretionary grants. Michelle is also the Project Director for the South Carolina Alcohol 
Enforcement Team (AET) initiative. She serves as the state representative to the National Prevention Network (NPN) 
and is currently serving in the role of President of the network. She has presented at numerous national meetings 
and conferences on prevention workforce development, underage drinking, youth tobacco prevention programs, 
retailer education and linking prevention and law enforcement together in addressing youth substance use to in-
clude alcohol and tobacco. Ms. Nienhius completed her MPH at the University of South Carolina in 2000 and an 
undergraduate degree in Biology from the College of Charleston in 1998.  She has worked in various roles within 
the state prevention system in South Carolina since 2001.     
 

Janice Petersen, PhD, has served since 2014 as the Deputy Assistant Secretary, in the Louisiana Office of Behav-

ioral Health (OBH), Dept. of Health. She directs, and manages operations relating to OBH adult, child and family 
division. Through staff supervision, is responsible for providing broad oversight over the allocation, distribution and 
use of the SAMHSA Mental Health and Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grants, and several discre-
tionary grants.  
 

Currently, Dr. Petersen serves as the SSA representative to NASADAD from Louisiana. She also is Principal Investiga-
tor for the State Targeted Response (STR) to the opioid epidemic grant, ($8 million per year for 2 years) from SAM-
HSA, that provides prevention education, treatment, and recovery support services to address the epidemic of opi-
oids in Louisiana. 
 

Nationally, Dr. Petersen served in the Executive Office of the President, Office of National Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP) as Chief of the Prevention Branch, on the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA), Commu-
nity Advisory Council (CAC), served for 18 years in the State of North Carolina in various policy positions, and have 
served on SAMHSA expert panels and grant reviews. 
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Craig PoVey serves as the Prevention Coordinator for Utah and is the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Pre-

vention Administrator for the state. He is currently past president of the Prevention Coordinators and is a voting 
member of the Prevention Coordinating Committee. 

 
A. Kathryn Power, M.Ed, serves as Acting Director of the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT). Pre-

viously, she served as SAMHSA’s Regional Administrator for Region One. Prior to her appointment as Regional 
Administrator, Power served for over 8 years as the Director, Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS), at SAM-
HSA. In that capacity, Director Power provided national leadership in mental health promotion, development, 
and dissemination of effective treatments, services and supports, and prevention efforts in reducing mental ill-
nesses through facilitating the transformation of our nation's behavioral health care system. 
 

Ms. Power has served as President of the National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors 
(NASMHPD) and has received many distinguished service awards for her work in mental health, substance abuse 
and civic leadership. Ms. Power is a retired Captain in the U.S. Navy Reserve. 

 
Cassandra L. Price, MBA, is the director for the Office of Addictive Diseases within the Georgia Department 

of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities (DBHDD). She leads a comprehensive system committed to 
providing easy access to high-quality prevention, treatment, and recovery services. In this role, she also serves as 
the single state authority on substance abuse.  
 

Ms. Price is a Georgia Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor-II with the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Certification 
Board of Georgia. She currently serves on the National Association of State Drug/Alcohol Abuse Directors’ Board 
of Directors as the President; SAMHSA’s National Advisory Council; and multiple committees that on focus on 
mental health, substance abuse, and advocacy for persons with disabilities. 

 
Beth Rutkowski received her Master of Public Health degree, with an emphasis on epidemiology and quantita-

tive methods, from the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, School of Public Health. She has been 
associated with UCLA’s Integrated Substance Abuse Programs (ISAP) since December 2000, and currently serves as 
the Associate Director of Training. The majority of Ms. Rutkowski’s time is devoted to the SAMHSA-supported Pacific 
Southwest Addiction Technology Training Center, where she serves as Co-Director, and leads the development of 
training and intensive technical assistance activities focused on the implementation of evidence-based substance 
use disorder treatment interventions. In addition, she organizes and conducts conferences and trainings through-
out the Pacific Southwest region (Region 9, covering AZ, CA, HI, NV, and the six U.S. Affiliated Pacific Jurisdictions) 
on scientifically validated interventions and topics, such as substance use disorders research and policy, metham-
phetamine abuse, synthetic drugs, process improvement strategies to improve client engagement and retention in 
treatment, SBIRT, HIV and drug abuse, substance abuse epidemiology, medication-assisted treatment, and best 
practices in addiction treatment.  
 
Christine K. Scalise manages New Jersey’s Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services Special Initiatives, 

Women and Families Unit.  She was instrumental in implementing NJs Child Welfare Reform substance use disorder 
treatment recommendations and established a collaborative partnership with child welfare to ensure provision of 
treatment services.  She has designed numerous initiatives in collaboration with other State Departments to address 
the opioid crisis, with a specific focus on women and families. Ms. Scalise represents gender specific treatment on 
multiple state interdepartmental/division committees.  Ms. Scalise is NJs Core Team leader for the National Center 
on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare (NCSACW) In-Depth Technical Assistance for Substance Exposed Infants.  
She is a member of SAMHSA’s Women’s Addiction Services Leadership Institute (WASLI) and works with leaders at 
the State and in the community by building trusting relationships to improve service delivery at all levels.  She serves 
as NJs Women’s Services Network (WSN) treatment coordinator, and is the WSN Vice-President.  She holds a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Counseling, a Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC), Licensed Clinical Alcohol and Drug Counselor 
(LCADC), and Disaster Response Crisis Counselor (DRCC).   
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Starleen Scott Robbins has been with the Division of MH/DD/SAS since 1994. She has over 25 years of clini-

cal and administrative experience in the addictions field.  She currently serves as a Mental Health Program Man-
ager with the Addictions & Management Operations Section and is the designated Women’s Services Coordina-
tor for the Division.  In her role with the Division, Ms. Scott Robbins is the responsible for coordination of policy 
development, implementation and clinical monitoring for state-funded substance use disorder and mental health 

services; management of state and federal funds that support gender responsive substance abuse services for 
women and their families; coordination of a statewide capacity management system for treatment services for 
pregnant and parenting women and their families, and provision of technical assistance to substance use disor-
der programs statewide.    
 

Starleen Scott Robbins received her BS in Psychology from St. Lawrence University in Canton, NY and her MSW 
from Adelphi University in Garden City, NY.   
 

David Sheridan is President of the National Alliance for Recovery Residences (NARR). He is a NARR co-

founder, and serves on its Standards Committee. His primary focus has been the development and operation of 
statewide recovery housing systems, where his work includes technical assistance to housing organizations and 

state agencies, including standards, policies, training, technical assistance and leadership development. Dave has 
also been extensively involved in fair housing issues, and more recently in the development of state recovery 
housing oversight and support legislation. He regularly writes and speaks on recovery housing and housing 
rights topics. 
Dave’s professional background is in institutional investment management, including senior positions with large 
financial institutions. His behavioral health industry experience includes positions as CFO and Chief Operating 
Officer for a prominent Southern California addiction treatment provider. Dave also serves on the board of the 
Chandler Lodge Foundation, a recovery residence and community center in North Hollywood, California. 
 

Joyce Starr, BSSW, LSW, LICDC, ICCS is currently Chief of Addiction Services for with The Ohio Depart-

ment of Mental Health and Addictions Services (OhioMHAS).  Previously, Ms. Starr Served as Chief of Treatment 
and Recovery Services with ODADAS.  She monitored substance abuse treatment statewide including Therapeu-
tic Communities that were funded by the agency.  She has 35 years in the field of Substance abuse with experi-
ence with public and private sector. Prior to this appointment, Ms. Starr served as The Substance Abuse Adminis-
trator for the Ohio Department of Youth Services for eight years and was Superintendent of a juvenile facility, 
with a focus on re-entry and treatment.  In addition, Ms. Starr was Vice-President of Parkside Recovery Services, a 
residential treatment center, where she served in various capacities during her thirteen-year stay.  Ms. Starr be-
gan her career working for Project Linden Inc., where she served as a counselor, working with parole and proba-
tion individuals in the field of substance abuse and recovery.   
 

Mark Stringer serves as Director of the Missouri Department of Mental Health (DMH), where he is responsible 

for the overall operations of the department and its three divisions: Behavioral Health, Developmental Disabilities, 
and Administrative Services. He is a licensed professional counselor and nationally certified counselor with over 
thirty years of experience in the substance use disorder and mental health fields. After graduating magna cum 
laude from Westminster College, Mark served in the US Army as an officer with the 101st Airborne Division before 
moving into the behavioral health field. Since then he has directed adult and adolescent addiction treatment pro-
grams, a psychiatric hospital intake unit, an outpatient clinic, and an inpatient geriatric psychiatry unit. Along the 
way he earned a master’s degree in counseling from Truman University. In state government service at the De-
partment of Mental Health, he was the behavioral health division director before becoming department director 
in July 2015. Mark currently serves as Immediate Past President of the board of directors of the National Associa-
tion of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD).  
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Gail Taylor is the Director of Behavioral Health Wellness at the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and De-

velopmental Services with more than 25 years in the prevention field. Gail is also the Vice President for External Af-
fairs of the Prevention Learning Community.  

 
Sue Thau is a Public Policy Consultant representing Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA). She is 

nationally recognized for her advocacy and legislative accomplishments on behalf of the substance abuse preven-
tion field. She has an extensive background in public policy and has held high positions at the federal, state, and 
local levels. She was a Budget Examiner and Legislative Analyst at the Office of Management and Budget, in the 
Executive Office of the President for over ten years. Sue was a driving force behind the passage, reauthorization and 
full funding of the Drug-Free Communities Act. In addition, Sue has worked to save and enhance funding for all 
federal substance abuse prevention and treatment programs over the last two decades. She is highly respected as 
an expert on demand reduction issues by members of Congress and staff on both sides of the aisle on Capitol Hill.  
 
Suzette Tucker has worked in the field of behavioral health for the last 20 years.  She is the Director of Gender 

Specific Services under the Clinical Division at the Maryland Department of Health -Behavioral Health Administra-
tion. She has been in this position for the past 10 years. Prior to her work at the Behavioral Health Administration 
she worked with several non-profits in various areas of service delivery such as criminal justice agencies, homeless 
agencies and mental health agencies.  She has developed and designed several projects at BHA that worked with 
women in vulnerable situations.  Ms. Tucker is a passionate advocate for women’s services and collaborates with 
Federal, State, and local leaders to address the needs of women and to implement gender responsive services to the 
population.  Her mantra is for women and their children to be treated and recover together in the behavioral 
health system. Ms. Tucker developed and co-chairs the Maryland Behavioral Health Women’s Coalition. The Coali-
tion is made up of community treatment, recovery, housing, homeless services, Grief/Trauma Service Providers and 
Faith Based Organization. The mission of the coalition is to Advocate, Communicate, Educate and provide infor-
mation on Services/ resources to women and agencies that work with women. 
 

She currently serves as the President of the Women’s Services Coordinators (WSC) and has worked with the compo-
nent group for the last 6 years in various capacities. Ms. Tucker has a Master’s Degree in Human Services (MHS). 
 

Robert Werthwein, PhD,  is the Director of the Office of Behavioral Health, holding the position since October 

2017. Dr. Werthwein directs the operations and administrative oversight of the public behavioral health system in-
cluding programs consisting of mental health and substance use community programs, as well as operation of the 
Colorado Mental Health Institutes at Fort Logan and Pueblo. The OBH Director also leads in providing policy, perfor-
mance management, fiscal and administrative tools, and oversight to a large group of mental health facilities, treat-
ment centers and clinics statewide. Dr. Werthwein earned his doctorate in Clinical Psychology from Howard Univer-
sity. His training focused on the treatment of under-served populations and research of improved care delivery sys-
tems. 
 

Nancy K. Young, PhD, MSW, is the Executive Director of Children and Family Futures (CFF), a California-based 

research and policy institute whose mission is to improve safety, permanency, well-being and recovery outcomes for 
children, parents and families affected by trauma, substance use and mental disorders. Since 2002, she has served 
as the Director of the federally-funded National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare and the Director of 
the Administration on Children and Families technical assistance program for the Regional Partnership Grants since 
2007. In 2010, she began serving as the Director of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention’s 
technical assistance program for Family Drug Courts and the Statewide System Reform Program in 2014. She led 
the effort to create the foundation-funded Prevention and Family Recovery Program to implement evidence-based 
parenting and children’s intervention in family drug courts in 2013. 
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ABOUT NASADAD & PREVENTION/TREATMENT/WOMEN’S SERVICES COORDINATORS 
 

 

The NASADAD Annual Meeting is an excellent opportunity to meet with senior State officials across the US that are  

responsible for oversight and funding of public sector substance use disorder treatment, recovery, and prevention services. 

Those attending include State Agency Directors as well as senior officials responsible for prevention (Prevention  

Coordinators Learning Community), treatment and recovery (Treatment Coordinators Learning Community) and women’s 

services (Women’s Services Coordinators Learning Community).  

  
  

 
   
National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors, Inc. (NASADAD) 

  

The Association membership is comprised of senior State and Territorial officials responsible for manage-

ment State-supported substance use disorder (SUD) prevention, treatment, and recovery services. NASA-

DAD is a private, not-for-profit educational, scientific, and informational organization whose basic purpose is 

to foster and support the development and provision of effective publicly supported SUD services throughout 

every State and Territory. The Washington, D.C. office is headed by an Executive Director, and includes di-

visions concerned with Public Policy, as well as Research and Program Applications. 
  
  
Prevention Coordinators’ Learning Community 
  

The Prevention Coordinators  include State Alcohol and Drug Prevention Professionals and other individu-

als dedicated to comprehensive and effective programs for preventing the misuse of alcohol and other drugs. 

Prevention Coordinators focus on promoting good health, and supporting, developing, and enhancing national, 

State, and local efforts to reduce the incidence and prevalence of alcohol and other drug-related problems. Pre-

vention Coordinators are designated by the State’s or Territory’s Director for Alcohol and Drug Services. 
  
  
Treatment Coordinators’ Learning Community 
  

The Treatment Coordinators provide support to the State Directors, the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment 

(CSAT), and allied organizations. As senior-level staff, they promote substance use disorder services that are cost-

effective, of high quality, and uniquely designed to serve diverse populations. They work closely with the State 

Opioid Treatment Authorities Learning Community to promote safe, effective, and efficient medication-assisted 

treatment (MAT) for persons with Opioid Use Disorders (OUDs), as well as with their colleagues in the Women’s 

Services Coordinators’ Learning Community.   

  

Women’s Services Coordinators’ Learning Community 

  

The Women’s Services Coordinators are dedicated to the development and promotion of evidence-based practices 

that address the unique alcohol and other drug prevention, treatment, and recovery service needs of women and 

their families throughout their lifespan. 
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NASADAD STAFF 
 

 
Rob Morrison 

Executive Director  
 

Heather D’Onofrio  
AOD Research Analyst 

 

Tracy Flinn, Ed.D 
AOD Senior Research Analyst 

 

Amy Frandsen 

Research Associate 
 

Rick Harwood 
Deputy Executive Director/ 

Director of Research and Program  

Applications 

  
Yong Liu 

Accounting Manager 

 

Hollis McMullen 
CFO/MIS Director 

  
Fachon Simpson 

Membership Services Coordinator/ 

Meeting Planner 
   

Marcia Trick 
AOD Research Analyst 

  
Shalini Wickramatilake-Templeman 

Federal Affairs Manager 
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