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RHODE ISLAND 
 
State Director: 

Rebecca Boss, Director 

Division of Behavioral Healthcare Services 

14 Harrington Rd., Barry Hall Bldg. #52 

Cranston, RI  02920-3080 

T: (401) 462-2339 

F: (401) 462-6636 

Email: rebecca.boss@bhddh.ri.gov; cc: charles.williams@bhddh.ri.gov; connie.cirelli@bhddh.ri.gov  
 

Numbers Served – Substance Abuse Treatment: In FY 2013/2014, 5,052 Rhode Island residents were admitted 
into substance abuse treatment through SAPT Block Grant-funded programs. This data includes detoxification 
treatment (24 hour care), rehabilitation/residential treatment, ambulatory (outpatient), and opioid replacement 
therapy.  
 

 Rhode Island treatment admissions by primary substance of abuse (TEDS, 2014): 
 Heroin: 35.4% 
 Alcohol: 23.0% 
 Alcohol with secondary drug: 13.0% 
 Prescription opioid pain relievers: 10.2% 
 Marijuana: 8.9% 
 Cocaine (smoked): 4.3% 
 Cocaine (other route): 2.1% 

 
Numbers Served – Substance Abuse Prevention: In FY 2013/2014, 13,046 prevention services were provided in 
Rhode Island. Of those, 12,355 were provided using individual-based programs and strategies, and 691 were 
provided using population-based programs and strategies. 
 
Federal Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment (SAPT) Block Grant: The SAPT Block Grant serves as the 
cornerstone of each State’s substance abuse prevention, treatment, and recovery system. By statute, 20 percent of 
the SAPT Block Grant must be dedicated to critical substance abuse prevention services. The grant is allotted to 
States by a formula based on the overall funding level set by Congress each year. Rhode Island received the 
following SAPT Block Grant allotments for the past four years: 
 

 FY 2016: $7,598,476 
 FY 2015: $7,549,597 
 FY 2014: $7,544,696 
 FY 2013: $6,316,579 

 
Opioid Overdose Deaths 
Opioid overdose deaths have been on the rise nationally and in Rhode Island. 

 2011 Heroin Deaths: 13 (Rate unreliable) 
 2014 Heroin Deaths: 63 (6.0 per 100,000) 
 2011 Prescription Opioid Deaths: 68 (6.4 per 100,000) 
 2014 Prescription Opioid Deaths: 74 (7.0 per 100,000) 
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